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receive salaries, rather than be dependant upon creditors of the late R 


ctuating fees of their office. 
tre This epeech will be found in the Appendix. 

Mr. CHANDLER. After the able remarks 
from the honorable gentleman, who has, at differ- 
ent times, presented this bill to the House, it is, 
perhaps, unnecessary for me to trespass on their 
time by attempting to emforce upon members 
further arguments. , 

WwW heat entered Congress, this was one of the 
duties that 1 prescribed to myself, to correct, not 
the diplomatic, but the consular laws of the 
country; to devise some ways and means by which 
the evils that surrounded these offices should be 
lessened, and the injustice that was flowing fram 
them should be corrected. 

It is most true, Mr. Speaker, that it is desirable 
that every consul of the United States should be, 
as far as possible, entirely removed from all direct 
intercourse with commerce. His position brin 
him in continued intercourse with gentlemen in 
the pursuits of mercantile business, and the 
have, of necessity, to make known to him the 
results of their plans, by which he is so informed 
of all proceedings at his own port that he ma 
take advantage of it for his own benefit. Such 
bas been the prevalence of this custom, sir, that 
at many of the ports of Europe—some of them, 
certainly—merchants have been compelled to send 
their merchandise round from one port to another, 
in order that their manifestoes may be seen and 
certified by consuls unconnected with trade. My 
knowledge does not extend to the minutiz of mer- 
cantile business, but I understand, for example, 
that some merchants in Ireland send their goods 
round to Liverpool for shipment rather than present 
their manifestoes to a brother merchant engaged 
in the same business, who might take advantage 
of their purchases or of their neglect, and know- 
ing what they were going to send, might inform 
the market at home to his own-advantage, so that 
his knowledge of their proceedings would work 
to the injury of the other merchants. 

It is also true that the fact that our consuls live 
on the fees of their offices, has induced some of 
them to enlarge those fees by means not creditable 
to them, and mortifying to Americans, that they 
may live the better. Those who have traveled in 
Europe of late have had cause to mourn this state 
of things, and those who have seen consuls in 
large ports at a distance from the political capital 
of the country, undergoing the odium brought 
upon them by a different class of consuls, have 
been compelled, not only to be mortified for those 
erring consuls, but to feel a deep sympathy for 
those who are willing to sustain, with their own 
honor, the honor and credit of their country. 

There is a class of men who seek these appoint- 
ments, not only for the direct fees of the offices, 
and that they may levy small taxes upon their 
countrymen cireaa. but that they may take 7 
of some three or four hundred sailors a year, make 
bills against them, and transfer them to the State 
Depariment for payment, with all the advantage 
of the drafts, aa of the percen on those drafis, 
and with all the ae of enlarging their own 
charges by certifying to their own bills, and draw- 
ing upon their own credit. ' 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, (interrupting.) If the 
frodeman will allow me now to move that the 

ouse resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union on the speci 
order, he will retain the floor, and will be able to 
conclude his remarks some other time. If he will 
give ways will submit that motion. * as 

Mr. CHANDLER. I do 80 cheerfully, if it 
will promote the progress of business. 

The question was taken on Mr. Brecumripce’s 
motion; and it was agreed to. 

The House accor ingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Hewpnicxs in the chair.) 
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; blic of Texas as are com- || have not occupied half an hour of the time of the 
Pp ed in the act of Congress of September 9, || House since | have been a member of it. 
1850. eee ok unanimous convent, the first Mr. JONES. I will give the gentleman a part 
reading of the bill be dispensed with, the Clerk || of my time, but I prefer to goon with what | have 
will proceed to read the bill throughout. to say now. 

Mr. KERR. I hope the reading will be dis- Mr. Chairman, theamendment which I propose 


pensed with by unanimous consent. will, if adopted, appropriate the amount of th 
Mr. HOWE. { object. | nd to the 


- | $5,000,000 of bonds now in the Treasury, up to the 
The Clerk then read the bill in extenso, and pro- || lst of January next, with six percent. premium— 


| ceeded to read by sections, with the view to amend- | that being the amount of premium now being paid 
ment. | by the Government for stock of this character 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE took the floor. 






_ which is being presented for payment. 
Mr. SMYTH, of Texas. Is it now in order, The bill provides that $8,500,000 shall be ap- 
Mr. Chairman, to have read my substitute for this eo and distributed the creditors of 
bill? If it be in order, I desire to move to strike exas, provided that they shall, in consideration 


out all after the enacting clause of the bill, and in- || of such es release the Government of the 
ta 


sert a substitute. | United States from the entire debt which they now 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair ey to | claim the Government is liable fur. Now, sir, if 
the gentleman from Texas that he is info by || 1 could believe that this Government, by their 
the Clerk that it is understood the amendment pro- } action with regard to Texas, had assumed these 
posed by the gentleman was pffered in the House, | debts, or made themselves liable for the payment, 
and is now attached to the bill. | I would vote most cheerfully to pay an amount 
Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee, (the gentleman || out of the United States Treasury umicibat to pay 
from Kentucky, (Mr. Brecxmarice,) having | he liabilities; for, sir, 1 wish that the Government 
yielded the floor for the purpose,) delivered a || shall deal justly, fairly, honorably,and honestly, 
speech on the subject of the naturalization laws, || with all persons, and that they shail dischdtge, to 
which will be found in the Appendix. | the last dollar, ail the liabilities for which they are 
‘Mr. BRECKINRIDGE then took the floor, || legally bound. ao hd "ee 
and addressed the committee in explanation of the | fhe ground upon which this appropriation is 
provisions of the bill, and in advocacy of its pas- | based, is the assumption that, by the annexation 
sage, showing, by facts and arguments, that the | of Texas, and by hef incorporation into the Union, 





United States would have ultimately to pay not || 99d by the act of 1850, proposing to settle the 
only the principal involved, but prot ctiae otiie- boundaries between her and the Territories of the 
mulation of interest, unless this bill were now || United rand tegel those various acts, we have 
for a final settlement. Mr. B’s: remarks | virtually and legally assumed upon ourselves the 
are withheld for revision, and will be found in the || /iabilities of Texas, and particularly, say gentle- 
Appendix. men, _ portion of : a i the customs rev- 
Mr. SMYTH, of Texas, made a speech of an | “Ue OU exas was p ‘ 2 
hour’s length in support of the substitute hereto- || |. able ee I ha daberat Tan I — coe 
fore offered by him for the bill. He explained ||). customs n = i o oe ea h 
that this substitute required the Secretary of the | Ovo de oc or maw snes weer. ee ana fenme 
Treasury, at any time after the first day of Feb- 8 rw ae Sete See ee 


ruary next, to issue to the State of Texas such cha'hal: plolgod har et inom, tans tne 


portion of the stock mentioned in the proviso to || ; a : 
the fifth article of the first section of the act pro- || on ee ef tt ate es pledges we 
sing to the State of Texas the establishment of |) 1 ney inclu ded withi yo ol oles nied - 
Gee northern and western boundaries, the relin- || / se Boas kaa deri = — eae 
quishment by the State of all territory claimed by || joes or property. Then. sir, if I ome = 
hee exterior to said boundaries, and of all her | thas ad ~ es - 406 th . aa of the 
claims upon the United States, and the establish- || 421)’ for which the eustomchouse ee a 
ment of a territorial government for New Mexico, | (edged than for all ited 
approved September 9, I850, as shall be equiva- || P But it is argued thet. T lian dhe indie, 
lent in amount to the releases of the claims against || ||: veeaketinn wt ee he Sa 
the United States, which shall be then filed at the ||} 00ses and custom dues ae ey 
Treasury, as in said article provided; and in like || | vine previous! , re nee re 
manner, from month to month, to issue said stock || \¢ etal debts - lialstii a: ch Sa hed ore 
uivalent to such like releases as may be there- || ©) 4 "inose debts und liabilities follow the trenafere 
aher filed, until the whole of the stock reserved by || * os aie Seiad t h Gon - ran th ones 
said article shall be exhausted; the sums of said | Sania Sir T a ens a or 
stock issued to the State of Texas under the pro- clearest principles of law, that when an individual 


visions of this section in all cases to be equivalent wey ; ; 
in amount to the sums paid by the State in stock ae ‘Sen Ade a! ceebeas ha’ Juche we 


or money in the discharge of the debts or limbili- | (). 6, pays a sound price, then there 1s no liabil- 


ties for which releases are filed. | rete 
; : : . | ity or responsibility upon the purchaser for the 
[This speech will be found in the Appendix.) | 5 Aes of the wimg Aeaah ana 


the 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The first. section | property unl my friend from South 
of the bill, I believe, is now open for amendment. Paroling {Mr. Sovenh-otk ry mortgaged. Sir, I 
The CHAIRMAN. It is. ask if this Government can mortgage a thing that 
Mr. JONES. [ move to amend that section by | is not in existence? Could Texas mortgage a 
striking out the words “eight millions five hun- || thing that was notin existence? Can an individ- 
dred,’’ and inserting the words “ six millions five | ual mortgage a thing which is not in existence? 
hundred and fifty.’ Now, were the custom-house dues of Texas in 
Mr. BELL. I ask the gentleman from Ten- | existence, could she sell the duties of the next year? 





nessee to give way fora short time. I am desir- |; Why, sir, she was in a struggle with the 
ous of saying something upon the bill; and as | country from which she had separated herself for 
the debate closes at three o’clock, this is the only | her very existence. that that Government 
tunity I shall have. had made a conquest xas, where would have 
been her 2? Where would have been 


the , but 1 wake to say | her faith? Where vould have been her custom- 


somethin a : houses? Where would have been her power to 
Mr. BEL . I have not troubled the House | levy duties? Would not all the resources of that 


aon any occasion. blic have passed into the hands of Mexico? 

i Me JONES. shoal iting to eso: | a err ct at cat 
but, as the debate in independent, : 

half an hoar, I cannot. . tom-house laws, an to direct taxa- 


d had 
Mr. BELL. I appeal to the gentleman. | tion, or the disposal and sale of the public Janda 
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to support her government, where would have i 
Where would have been the | 


bern the mortgage? 
power to have enforced it? But, sir, | hold that 
this Government, by annexing Texas and incor- 
porating her into this Union, gave to Texas and 
gave to the creditors of ‘I’exas,a sound and valu- 
able consideration for thetransfer of her custom- 
houses and customs revenue, in the guarantee of 
her permanent existence and independence. In 


placing her upon that permanent basis which this”) 


Government itself enjoys, we guarantied to her 
her existence and her independence, and we have | 
maintained it so far. Now, sir, 1 appeal to you 

and to this committee, to say whether that was | 


not a fair*and bona fide equivalent for the cus- || 
tom-house duties received by this Government? |, 
Suppose that, instead of annexation and incorpor- | 


ation into this:Government, Texas had trans- | 
ferred to the United States her custom-houses, | 
and her revenues from that source, uponcondition | 
that the United States would guaranty her inde- 

endent and separate existencé against Mexico 
and all the world, would that not have been a fair 
equivalent for the custom-houses? Would it not | 
have been better for the creditors than to have left | 
them with Texas? Would any person have said 
that under such a compact as that, this Govern- 
ment would have been bound for the debt of | 
Texas? 

But, Mr. Chairman, admitting, for 2 moment, 
that we were bound; and if that be conceded, I | 
think that it must then follow that we took those 
reventfes of T’exas derived from her customs, with 


all the incumbrances, and all the liabilities to which |; 


they were subject. Now, inthe first place, Texas | 


relied mainly upon her customs revenues for means 


to defray the current expenses of her Government | 
in an indépendent position. Then, sir, if we took | 
her with these incumbrances on her, by all fair 
and legitimate rules we should go into an account 
and see what it has cost us to defray the expenses 
incident to Texas sinceshe has been annexed, and 
then strike the balance. It appears to me, that 
even upon the assumed ground that these custom- 
house resources were mortgaged by the State of 


Texas, that course would be the correct one to || 
I have not looked into the facts as to the || 
|| here when she was admitted into this Confederacy, | 


ursue. 
psa received from custom dues through the 
custom-houses of ‘Texas since she has been an- 
nexed to this Government, but I suppose that it 
will not be contended that the revenue from that 
source has been equal to or beyond the propor- 
tionate and legitimate expenses which we have in- 


| 


Again, sir, by the annexation resolution it was 

rovided that foxes should retain all of her public 
ands and other property to pay herdebts. Now, 
sir, by the boundary act of 1850 we proposed to 
Texas that if she would relinquish her claim to 
certain territory which she claimed, this Govern- 





|| or par value of the bonds which they may present, 
‘* with all interest, accrued at the time of presenita- 
tion, and six per cent. premium on the face value 


|| of the present year before the assent of Texas will | 


| to pay out the money—if appropriated—before 
|| as that this Government will have paid over its | 


| 

} 

curred in consequence of the annexation of Texas. | 
} 

1 


| any one act [ have performed in all these various 
| cases, | assumed the debt of Texas, or 
| these United States to pay that debt. 





————— 


cent. per annum on that $5,000,000 for the four- | 


teen years the bonds have to ran, $3,500,000. || among the holders thereof 


The amount which I propose to insert in tie bill | 
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February 6, 


in the bill passed by the Senate, is made up of the | of Texas, who hold bonds, or 
$6,550,000 of bonds, and the interest at five per H debt, for which the revenues of that Republic were 


evidences of 
pledged, the sum of $8,500,000, to be 
pro rata. 


It also provides, that where the State of Texas 


($6,550,000) is made up of the Texas indemnity | shall have paid any part of the debt described ; 
bonds issued under the act of September 7, 185, || this act, the Secretary of the Treasury of the Uni. 
dated January 1, 1851, and due in fourteen years | ted States shall refund the amount so paid by the 


after date—January 1, 1865—bearing interest at 1 
the rate of five per cent. per annum, now depos- || 
ited in the Treasury of the United States, and || 
worth in the market six per cent. premium. | 


! 


| This six per cent. premium on $5,000,000 makes | 


$300,000. The reason why I assume the rate of | 
premium at six per cent. is, because, by an adver- 
uusement now in the papers of this city, the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury gives notice to all holders 
of any part of the $5,000,000 of bonds which were 
delivered to Texas, of the same character and 
description as these, that he will pay them the face 


of these bonds. 

This rate of premium on the $5,000,000 is 
$300,000. This bill proposes that it sMail not be 
executed until Texas, by an act of her Legislature, 
shall give her assent to its provision; and | assume 
that it will take the greater part, if not the whole, 


be obtained, and that the Treasury will not be able 





the Ist of January next, which will be five years | 
from the date of the bonds, Consequently there | 
will .be five years’ interest due at that time, at five | 
per cent. per annum, which makes $1,250,000. 
This, when added to the $5,000,000 of bonds and 
the $300,000 of premium, makes the whole amount 
$6,550,000, which sum | nave moved to insert in 
weu of the amount now in the bill. This amend- 
ment will be, 1 hope, sustained by the committee | 
and by the Flouse, and will become the law, so 


indebtedness to Texas, and will have got rid of | 
the matter. 

I was here, Mr. Chairman, when Texas was | 
annexed. I supported that proposition. I was 


and voted for that,too. I was here when the war | 
was declared to support her independence, and to 
give her that protection which we have pledged 
ourselves she should receive at our hands. | sus- 
tained all the propositions which passed the Con- 
gress of the United States to prosecute, vigorously 
and efficiently, that war. 1 was here, and voted | 
for the boundary bill. And, sir, when | look back 
I cannot bring my mind to the conclusion that, in | 


ledged | 
edo, 





ment, in consideration of that relinquishment, || however, owe the $5,000,000, with the accrued 
would pay to her the sum of $10,000,000, in a | interest thereon; and | am willing to pay a fair 


stock running fourteen years and bearing interest |, 
annum. Texas having || 

given her assent, $5,000,000 of these bonds were || alone induces me to ask the attention of the com- 
issued, under the law dated January 1, 1851, and || mittee while | attempt, nat and imperfectly, 


at five per centum 


due on Ist Jariuary, 1865. This last $5,000,000 | 
is depesited and retained in the Treasury of the | 


United States, because certain stipulations of the | 


act of 1650 have not been complied with by the 

creditors of Texas. This Government, through | 
various acis of legislation, purchased property | 
from Texas, and we have never touched one foot, | 
{ may say, of her invaluable soil was conveyed in | 
that purchase. We have left her a territory suf- 

ficient to constitute five States at least, without 

even touching her claims within her present limita. 

We agreed to pay her $10,000,000, which, if 

appropriated and applied to her debts, would 

enable aa aa —— any onerous taxa- 

tion upon her people, to have paid every dollar of 

her revolutionary sataaeney, delle: chat she 

owed at the time of her annexation. 

Then, sir, if there were some plausibility in the 
argument that we incurred these responsibilities, 
yet, having purchased her property at a price 
which was, beyond its value, in a bona 


from all ibility, and éven from all stigma | 
which might attach to theirnon-payment. And it | 
is upon these grounds, and for 


| important measure, on which | am now called to 


price which would have i 
‘iquidated that debt—I think that we are released | 


reasons,that | of the United States, by the act o 
i cannot give my support to the bill as it is now |) 
before the committee. Theamount of $8,550,000 © 


premium for this stock. 
Mr. BELL. Mr. Chairman, a sense of duty 


to express some of the views I entertain in refer- | 
ence to the measure now under consideration. I 
heartily wish, sir, that this weighty and highly 


speak, had been committed, so far as | am con- 
cerned, to the direction of some one more capable 
-of presenting it in its just light and upon its true 
merits, than myself. tis important as a national 
matter, as it involves a large expenditure of the | 
public means; and it embraces, likewise, a princi- 
ple which it may be well to understand and define 
in this age of passion and progress, to wit: How 
far is it just, expedient, or proper, for the Federal 
Government to intervene between a sovereign 
Suite and a party with whom itmay have mutual, 
legitimate, and nized intercourse and reia- 
tions, in the adjustment of her social, political, or 
pecuniary transactions ? 

These are grave points, which I do not now 
propose to consider; but will leave them to the 





superior sagacity of others; to those possessing 
ampler knowledge of the theory and operations of 
Government. bill under consideration pro- 


vides that ‘in lieu of the sum of $5,000,000, pay- 
able to the State of Texas in five per cent. stock 
rs September 9, 
1850;”" that-the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to pay tothe creditors of the late Republic | 








State, upon presentation at the Treasury 
ment of the evidences of debt on which the said 
State may have made such payment. 

It further present that no payment is to be 
made to any holder of such evidences of debt o; 
securities, unless the said holder thereof shall first 
execute a receipt to the United States for the said 
payment, in which aff claim shall be released 
against the United States for said securities o; 
evidences of debt, in such form as the Seer, 
of the paeary may prescribe. The securities 
or evidences of debt,to be deposited with the 
Treasury Department until otherwise directed by 
law. Also, that ninety days’notice shall be given 
by public advertisement, (before payment of the 
aforesaid moneys,) by the Secretary of the Treas. 
ury, of the time at which said ment will be 
made. And that no payment shall be made on 
any evidence of debt, be, which shall not be pre- 
sented thirty days before the time limited by said 


| act, 


The assent of the Legislature of the State of 
Texas is first to be had by the ge of a law to 


that effect, a copy of which, duly authenticated, 


is to be deposited in the Treasury of the United 
States. 


I desire to make no opposition to the bill under 


| consideration. I am content that it shall pass 


Congress, and be submitted to Texas for her con- 
sideration and deliberate adoption or rejection, 
But as the course of Texas in reference to this 
subject has been greatly misunderstood, and her 
conduct censured, it is, | conceive, due to myself, 
from my past and present relations to that State, 
briefly to present some of the considerations 
which, if properly understood, vindicate her con- 
duct in relation to her revolutionary debt. 

At this late period of the session it will not be 
agreeable to members, nor can it be expected, that 
I will enter fully into this subject, with the argu- 
ments and details belonging to it. I will not, 
therefore, trespass on the time of the House, but 
limiting myself to a few of the most important 
considerations connected with it, confide it to the 
justice and wisdom of Congress. 
_ Texas commenced her struggle for liberty and 
independence with a population numbering about 
twenty thousand, sparsely scattered over a large 
extent of country, and with an area to subdue, 
qi as extensive as that of Virginia, North and 

uth Carolina. This population, under the op- 
pressive Government of Mexico, was without 
commerce, without means, without a currency of 
her own, and without any standard of pecuniary 
value settled by her laws. In the midst of her 
arduous, protracted, and unequal struggle, sur- 
rounded, as she was, by the most discouraging 
circumstances, it became n to issue her 
bonds and notes as the only currency or circula- 
ting medium she could create to supply her Gov- 
ernment, or answer the ordinary business trans- 
actions of her people. This was a necessity 
from which there was no 5 

{t is obvious that such a currency thus created, 
would, in its actual market value, vary widely 
from a ee circulation, and so far ait entered 
into the business transactions of life, would rate 
far below the value of the paper currency of a 
well settled commercial Commonwealth. 

All persons having transactions in such a cur- 
rency, would give or receive it at a value below 
the standard of specie or sound paper currency. 
carreacy savald be mnghts dapied on rtaonest 
currency wou might on circ ces, 
and may be dificult tn some cases (o ascertain, 
but whatever that standard was, hones fair 
dealing required that contracts made in reference 
to it shoul pobeseaeyvie' T uae on. 
trated by referring to the old currency of the rev- 
Glutiseary WAL.4: Speman sae ub beene, tpl Ds 

is currency was, in some instances, 
as low as one thousand dollars for one, and that 
five hundred dollars ees etna a din- 


erth, i ie, mts. hen the 
iteinatn copia dre Galiers for « 


meal in this currency, when-it was withdrawo 


emncorptersevet22 wERSESe F282 








irculation, and a specie currency substituted 
ie cant his charge of five hundred dollars 
with interest thereon, for the meal so furnished 
and charged? No court on earth would have 
enforced the charge for this amount. It would 
have ascertained the standard at which this cur- 
rency was valued in the transaction, and give that 
yal@e in the new and improved currency. 

Avain, if the Government issued that currency 
ata standard of value greatly below the specie 
standard, it would justly and fairly comply with 
jts contract by ascertaining the true standard of 
value at which its currency was issued, and com- 

ly with the contract in accordance with that 
vondard. The idea that the Government should 
abandon the real value at which its securities were 
jssued, and adopt the nominal rate, wasaltogether 
Utopian. If the Government of the United States 
had done this, the immense weight of its debts 
would have paralyzed, if it had not crushed, the 
Republic in its infancy. With a currency depre- 
ciated at the rate of one thousand dollars to one 
dollar, a bushel of corn would have cost five hun- 
dred dollars, and all other supplies have rated in 
that proportion. A nominal debt so vast, if con- 
yerted into a real one, never would have been 
discharged. ‘The fathers of the Republic did not 
attempt it; but with thorough honesty and perfect 
fairness, they went to work to ascertain, on equi- 
table principles, the real standard of value at which 
their obligations were contracted, and, in good 
faith, redeem them at that standard. 

This is precisely what Texas has attemptea to 
do, and’ these the principles she has sought to 
adopt in the adjudication and payment of her pub- 
lic debt. By an act of her Legislature, passed the 
0th of March, 1848, the auditorial board was di- 
rected to cause six months’ notice, by publication 
in the principal newspapers of the State, and sev- 
eral of extensive circulation in other States of the 
Union, requiring all persons having claims or de- 
mands against the late Republic of ‘Texas, to pre- 
sent them for adjudication, and jointly to receipt, 
under their seals of office, for claims se preseated, 
setting forth the par value thereof at the time the 
same accrued, or were issued. The board was 
further instructed to report such classification of 
the different liabilities, as they might deem best 

¢ calculated to preserve the rights of the State and 
do equity to the holders of the claims—and this 
action of the board to be reported to the people’s 
representatives, for their approval, modification, 
or change, as the case might be. The officers to 
whom was intrusted the execution of the respon- 
sibleand laborious duties prescribed under this 
law, were chosen with reference to their capa- 
bility, integrity, and thorough acquaintance with 
the history, character, and condition of the public 
debt. The duty was performed by them with 
fidelity and zeal, and with decided ability; but 
from the complicated character of the debt, and 
the circumstances under which the securities some- 
times issued, it was found impossible to prevent 
some individual cases of great hardship, and 
injustice in the rate of scale adopted. But it is 
conceived that the mode and manner of redress 
guarantied in the law to these individual cases of 
hardship, were ample for the purposes of justice, 
and it was expected and required by the people 
of Texas, that their representatives should scru- 
pulously guard the State against the imputation of 
wrong or injustice, by respecting the suggestions 
of the auditorial board bearing upon these cases, 
made from time to time, and by supervising its 
acts with a view of rendering justice where it had 
been unavoidably withheld. ‘ 

On this subject I cannot more clearly or satis- 
factorily define, before this body, the position of 
the State which I have the honor in part to rup- 


resent, and my own, than by at language 
0 tae 


used by me on a prior occasion re the 


lature in reference to it: 
* Although we may not hope to meet with an entire una- 

nimity of sentiment, as to the mode which vhould be 

Still, it is believed, that one caa bade Meee 
commend itself i 


-one inferior in rights and honor, would reflect 
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dollar, the value ofwhich she received, or was expended 
for her benefit, is herself in a moral attitude 
which her ciuzens may 
* The idea which seems to be entertained by some, and 
those, 100, of enlarged minds and large experience in matiers 
of political economy, that our debt should be paid accord- 
ing to the figures presented on its face, wiuhout any regard 
to the value of those figures at the time it was created, has 
its origin, | humbly conceive, if not in individual gain, at 
least in a desire tor moral fame, which leaps over the bound- 
aries prescribed by the ethics of this utilitarian age. I have 
said On another occasion, that the State is bound to pay 
every “ doliar which she jusily owes, butneither good fai 
nor the most fasiidious conception of morality requires ber 
to duanore.”? With this deciaration of my opinion of the 
subject before them, the people of Texas have me 
with their confidence, by placing me in the position | now 
occupy ; and | regard it as a concurrence on their part in 
that opinion, The only question then is, as to the ascer- 
tainment of the amount which the State does justly owe, 
and this, I presume, will be satisfactorily arrived at by the 
mode which has been pursued. In carrying it into practical 
Operation, however, | would earnestly recommend that 
the most liberal principles be invoked, so that there shall 
be no pretext for charging that the State has not dove full 
justice to her creditors, as far as her means would permit.” 


When Texas entered this Union, she entered it || 


& sovereign State, equal in political rights, and in 
honor, to any other State in the Union. To have 
entered on any other terms, would have been a 
violation of the fundamenial principles of the Gov- 
ernment, insulting to ‘l'exas, and discreditable to 
the other States; tor to have received, as an equal, 
discredit upon all. ‘Texas, by becoming a mem- 
ber of the Union, surrendered no right, and never 
sought to absolve herself from any obligation 
which rested on her as a State. She has at no 
period of her history, encouraged the idea of repu- 
diating her justdebt. But she has always retained 
the right to judge whether or not a claim preferred 
against her was a just one, in whole or in part. 
faving been tutored, in her early days of trial, to 
walk alone, or, if failen in the dust, to rise again 
without any kind or motherly assistance—having 
learned to brave, single-handed, ‘‘the batue and 
the breeze;”’ to go forth like the messenger-bird 
amidst the sunshine and the storm, without a 
friendly perch, and with no companion but that 
beautitul song-bird of the heart, ‘* Hope ’’—she 
has at no subsequent period been reluctant to 
assume the custody of her own sovereignty and 
honor. She was fully contented to judge of her 
own obligati¢ns, and no power on earth save her 
own has the right to review or reverse her judg- 
ment. Standing here as one of her represent- 


atives, however inferior I may be to many gentle- || 


men on this floor, in experience, and talents, | yet 
claim a proud equality of representative right with 


the best and wisest of them. And I shall always || 


deny, as | have heretofore denied, the right of this 
Government to interfere in the debts or domestuc 
affairs of Texas, as fully as | would deny her 
right to interfere with the debts and domestic con- 
cerns of any other member of the Union. 

But while 1 deny this right on the part of the 
Federal Government to interfere with the affairs 
of Texas, yet as the legislation of Congress and 
Texas in relation to her debt has assumed—with 
the consent of the latter—somewhat the form of a 
convenient bargain, and further legislation become 
necessary, [ will advert briefly to the debtand the 
effect of legislation on her creditors. 

When ‘l'exas the act of 1848, she had 
passed through her revolutionary struggle, and 
Justice to her creditors required her to make an 
arrangement for the ascertainment and discharge 
of her obligations. But she was well aware that 
a new state of commerce and of currency had 


commenced within her borders, The old depre- |, 


ciated currency and the securities of her revolu- 
tion were about to give place te a currency raised 
to the specie standard. Her obligations, con- 
tracted in a currency far below the specie stand- 
ard, were to be adjusted at specie rates. She was 
then at the first step to a fair and honorable 
adjustment, to ascertain the standard value at 
ohinh her obligations were incurred. It was 
obvious that a dollar in Texas treasury notes 
a far different thing from a dollar in specie. 
are called dollars, but their standards of 
value are entirely different. This may be illus- 
trated by a reference to the currency of Russia, 
Rassia silver ruble, and her paper ruble. 
standards 


=e 
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ruble, and then claims that he should be paid in 
the value of the silver ruble, would ex ed in 
self to the imputation of injustice, and the debtor 
insisting he should be paid at the value of the 
| Paper ruble, would only insist on a fair and just 
payment. So in the case of Texas—her securities 
| were received and paid at a standard of value 
| below the specie dollar. To insist that the pay- 
| ment should be made at the standard of value % 
_which the securities issued, is only insisting on 
that which is i by justice and fairness. 
| To insist that the stan value should be the 
| specie standard, was to place the contract on a 
| basis entirely different from that on which it was 
| formed, and one which would be onerous and 
|| oppressive. 
he propriety of permitting this was for the 
| judgment of Texas as a sovereign State. She 
alone had the right to determine whether she would 
|| hold her creditors to the fair and just standard of 
| the value of the currency in which her debts were 
contracted, or permit them to be settled at a nom- 
inal rate, onerous and oppressive to her. Theau- 
thorities of Texas, fully sustained by the peo- 
ple, adopted the first alternative; and, by so doing, 
will, it is hoped, ultimately attain every end of 
justice and liberality. Appeals have already been 
| made, in some cases, to her islature, and pro- 
| vision made to relieve them from the injustice 
|| which had temporarily been done in some of these 
|| special cases, 
When Texas passed the act above referred to, 
| the only means to discharge this debt was her 
| unappropriated public domain. These constituted 
an ample future fund, but one which was not at 
| that time available. 
The Congress of the United States, deeming it 
| important to procure from Texas the cession of 
| her territory now within the limits of New Mex- 
| ico, passed an act by which she offered to Texas, 
|, in consideration of such cession, $10,000,000, pay- 
| able in a stock bearing interest at five per centum, 
| and redeemable in fourteen years. This offer was 
| not sought by Texas, but was voluntarily made 
| by the United States. It was accompanied by a 
| proviso, that not more than $5,000,000 should be 
issued_until the creditors of Texas, holding bonds, 
or certificates of stock, for which duties on imports 
were specially pledged, should first file, at the 
Treasury of the United States, releases of all 
| claims against the United States. 
The consideration of this payment wads the 
| agreement, on the of Texas, to transfer a 
| portion of her northwestern territory to the Uni- 
ted States. However much some persons may 
| have been disposed to question this right, the act 
| itself puts the subject at rest. The voluntary, 
| and unsolicited offer of the Government to pa 
$10,000,000 to procure the release of Texas, is full 
oar that sarees consideration ie ~ -— 
| passed from her. But it passed, coupled with the 
| unfortunate proviso, that $5,000,000 of thie stock 
| should not be issued until the claime of all the 
creditors of Texas should first be released. 
Texas, for the purpose of procuring the means 
to do justice to all her creditors, and put an end 
to controversies which existed with some of them, 
| gave her assent to this act. But the unfortunate 
| proviso above alluded to has, so far, defeated this 
|| object. I had the honor to be intrusted, at this 
| time, with the chief executive magistracy of Texas. 
To enable me, in the discharge of Bier. lay 
the entire subject before the Legi re, I dis- 
| patched the intelligent and able gentleman who 
eld the office of comptroller to Washington, to 
| ascertain the views of the Government on several 
| questions arising from this act. The comptroller 
| of Texas add a letter to the Secretary of the 
|| Treasury, asking’ his views on this question, 
which letter, with the reply of the Secretary, I 
ask may be read. 

From the reply of the Secretary to the fi 
three questions, that to ascertain the character 
amount of debt, the Department d 
copies of all the laws, and fac similes of the stock 
issued, and all facts connected wich the creation 
of the present debt; and from these and otber 
sources the amount and character of the debt was 


to be ascertained. ; 
obvious that the Secretary, by this 























Both are rubles, but the are different. It is 

The silver ruble is worth three shillings and two |) in to assume the power to reéxamine 
pence sterling. ‘The paper ruble is worth less || review the audit made by Texas of her own debt, 
than a shilling sterling. The creditor who made || No such power was conferred by the act of 


the value of the paper 


gress, such a power could not be exercised 





unless Texas submitted to the most humiliati 

violation of her rights as a sovereign State, An 

if she had so submitted, it would have established 

a precedent fraught with danger to the rights of 

every State in the Union. ; 

To the fourth question the Secretary replies, 
that, although the amount for which the revenues 
aré pledged be less than $5,000,000, yet until all 
6 are surrendered, no portion of the 

ean be given up. 

ON the fifth snenieb ke faplies: If ‘Texas saw 
proper to pay any portion of the debt for which 
the Government import duties were pledged out 
of the money in her possession, no portion of the 
stock retained could be issued to her, unless 
releases of all her creditors were filed. 

When these inquiries were proposed to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, it was my desire to 
recommend to the ape of Texas to take 

rompt measures for the ascertainment of all her 

jabilities; paying at the scaled rates all those who 
should jostiy be paid at those rates, and affording 
proper relivf, by legislative action, to those who were 
equitably entitled to a higher rate of payment. The 
construction given, however, by the Secretary to 
this law rendered this impossible. The stocks of 
the Treasury of the ‘United States were due to 

Texas for the relinqaishment of her claim, and 

were, therefore, the property of Texas. 

In order to procure her own funds, it was not 
to he expected that the State would consent that 
the Secretary of the Treasury and his clerks should 
become a éourt of appeals to revise or to review the 
settlement which Texas chose to make with her 
ereditors; and even if she submitted to this ha- 
miliation, it would only. haveproved a enare, by 
which the creditors having the least meritorious 
claims would enforce the highest payment; be- 
cause every debt paid by Texas would diminish 
the amount due, and incréase the proportion of the 
fund for the unpaid claims, for which stock would 
be delivered to Texas until every creditor had 
released. Those whose claims were least merito- 
rious, by refusing to file réleases, were assuming 
to themselves a larger fund and a higher rate of 
payment, which woald exceed those who were 
willing to settle on just and equitable terms. 
Texas has, therefore, refased to assent to the 
construction of the act as given by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, and to enter into any general 
payment of this class of her creditors. She has, 
out of the $5,000,000 already received, provided 
for the pyoe of all of that portion of her for- 
eign and domestic debt which was not secured by 
the revenue pledge, in the settlement of which the 
same rule of adjustment was observed as has been 

~ in relation to the debt which the bili now under 
consideration propostés to meet; and I can say, 
from personal knowledge, that the adjustment so 
made was satisfactory to all of this class of claim- 
ants. This should be regarded as the best com- 
mentary on the justness of the action of the State. 
If the soldier who periled his all is satisfied with 
the award thus made, surely those who were not 
so nts in the struggle, but simply holders of 
er liabilities ae a matter of traffic and speculation, 
should not complain on receiving, by the action of 
the State, an unusually large dividend on their 
investments. 

Ae an evidence that Texas is dis to act in 
good faith in the settlement of her debt, she has 
appropriated the five millions already received 
from the United States, under the boundary act of 
September 9, 1850, to the payment of that por- 
tion of her liabilities, which that act did not, by 
its provisions, seem to take the guardianship and 
control of; and she is still, and always has ’ 
to use the remaining fige millions now 
the Treasury to the payment of the debt wh 
this bill contemplates providing for; but she has 
been unable to control and direct its use, thus 
showing no disposition, either in the past or at f 
sent, to avoid a strict fulfillment of what she con- 
ceives to b Se et aneived te regards 


the dit of her entire revolutionary debt. 
Boys ned it to be my duty to make these 
ly suviained by the lave. she he 











If Texas was, indeed, vul- 
“ne , or at all sensitive on this point, 1 might 
well seek shelter for her under the examples of 
the history of other nations, however instructive 
and apposite they may be. | knowof no instance 
on record of a nation paying its revolutionary 
debt at par. In illustration of this fact, the case 
of our own couptr ese referred to—of France, 
England, Spain, Portugal, and even debt-paying 
Germany, tnay justly be cited. Even with the 

eatest civilized Powers in Europe, a quasi repu- 

iation of a war debt has very frequently occurred 
by issuing a deferred stock, greatly and essentially 
reducing the interest, and in the same ratio dimin- 
ishing the market value of the principal—borne on 
the face of the scrip. But in no proper sense of 
the term has Texas repudiated her public debt. 
It can be shown that, except in cases of unavoid- 
able accident or mistake, she has sought honestly 
to pay to each creditor the amount he advanced or 
paid for her in the cause of her revolution, when 


Mexico. 

It may be proper here to give a brief analysis of 
her debt, which the bill before the House proposes 
to meet. It can be succinedy stated as being 
comprehended in four classes: 

First. Those who hold the promissory notes of 
the late Republic. 

Second. ‘Those who hold funded debt bonds, 
bearing an interest of eight or ten per cent. 

Third. Eight per cent. bonds, originally issued 
as a currency, and thrown on the market for 
whatever they would bring, or disbursed from the 
treasury at their market vaiue. ; 

Fourth. Bonds on which the Republic of Texas 
procured materials ef war, and obtained money. 

I will here introduce a statement, showing the 
public debt of the late Republic of Texas: 

First. The debt not secured by a pledge of import 
duties: 
Amount in the State treasury on the 3ist 

CRORE 5 MEM iAn sores) tree oneness teens ones 
Amount of interest due on the United States 


bonds in the treasury, from ist of January 
to Bist October, L853... ...c cece scenes 


$3,965,301 94 


148,958 33 


4,114 27 
From which deduct amount of public aebt® ae 
unpaid for which unconditional appropria- 
tions have been made......... $34¢,685 08 
Balance due on appropriations for 
the suppurt of the State, yet to 
WO GPBWE oisc bases ccc cescuses 97,623 27 
Leaving in the treasury, October 31; 1853, 
after payment of the amounts appropriated, 
a balance of. 


$447,308 35 


$3,666,951 92 


Secondly. The revenue, or preferred debt: 
United States 5 per cent. bonds due the State 
by the Federal Government........,..... A 
From which deduct amount of first class 
revenue claims, with interest on same, and 
on revenue debt, and conditionally pro- 
vided for by the act of the Legislature of 
Texas, amounting in the aggregate to...... 


000,000 00 


3,242,120 96 


Leaving due the State from that source, after 
paying the debt and interest thereon....... 1,757,879 04 
eeeaee eee 
The balance in the treasury on the 31st Octo- 
ber, 1853, under first head..........4.... 
Balance remaining in the United States Treas- 
ury, after paying the revenue debt, recog- 
nized and conditionally appropriated for, 
under second head ; 


$3,666,951 92 


1,757,879 04 


—- —-———- ——— 


eee we eee eee teen eeeeee 


Leaving due the State, after paying the debt 
audited and recognized, a balance of....... $5,424,830 96 


I shall give my individual support to this bill. 
Asa Representative of Texas, I cannot pledge her 
to any course of action. 

The bill is respectful in its language and charac- 
ter. It proposes a settlement different in many 
res from the one proposed by Texas, yet lam 
willing to submit the question for her reconsider- 
ation, Do not suppose that this young sister in 
yeas Canietoney cas rest content under the charge 
of repudiators y are your people—spran 
from deus loins—emulate ‘your reputation, an 
have added to the renown of the American arms, 
by a revolution glorious in its history—signalized 
by victories of surpassing splendor, and by suffer- 
ites and sacrifices of pled intensity, and 


8 8 of unexam 
they have added to this Union arealm of incalcu- 


e extent and value—a population valiant and 


invincible, enterprising and industrious, defending 
rast Bt a soil quickened into an 
fertility, which will add countless 
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charge of repudiation. 


| the gentleman from Kentucky as 
| to the 


| sent, | am willing 
_ should be allowed fifteen minutes of my time. 
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millions for countless ages to come, to the 
strength, glory, and whaws at rola, 
country. 


our common 
During the delivery of Mr. Beu’s Speech, the 


following interruption 


rred: 
The HAIRMAN. Under the order Of the 


House, general debate must cease, it beingyno 
three ov’ ock. . . ” 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I do not propose 1, 


avail myself of the privilege to which I am enti 
of coiubeite an hour Ls che i ere 
already occupied as much time as I o 
and, if it be the sense of the H 
| glad to allow gentlemen, both the friends and the 
| opponents of the measure, toconsume my time jn 
the expression of their seneee. If the committee 
will ] 
allow the 
| his remar 
any gentleman opposed to the bill an equal por. 
| tion of time—— 
struggling against the greatly superior power of || 


osing the debate, Ihave 
t to do, 


ouse, I would . 


ow me, I should be perfectly willing to 


entleman from Texas to proceed with 
s for fifteen minutes, and then allow 


The CHAIRMAN, Does the Chair understand 


ielding the 
ntleman from Texas, [ fr. Bets?) 
RECKINRIDGE. If the committee con. 


that the gentleman from Texas 


Mr. 


Mr. GIDDINGS, of, Ohio. I should like to 


understand .this arrangement. I object to any 
_ other gentleman but the gentleman from Kentack 

| occupying the floor unless this side of the House 
| can have one half of the time. 


The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
ag claim the floor. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I do claim the floor; 
and I assure the gentleman from Ohio, and other 
gentlemen, that | desire to act with perfect fair- 
ness in this matter. The gentleman from Texas 
{Mr. Bex] has peculiar personal relations to this 
subject; and I was willing, if the committee were 
so disposed, to give him a pest of my time. | 
would be perfectly willing, also, to yield the floor 
to any opponent of the bill, 

Mr. GIDDINGS. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky must know that he cannot himself yield the 
floor in this way; but if the committee, by a vote, 
agree to the proposition of the gentleman, then | 
am perfectly satisfied. . 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I am willing that the whole 
time should be divided in ten or fifteen minutes; 
but I am not willing that two gentlemen should 
take up all the time. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
North Carolina object to the proposition of the 

entleman from Kentucky ? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I do not object to it; but 


I do object to two gentlemen taking up the time, 


to the exclusion of myself and others. I am will- 
ing, if the gentleman will confine the time allowed 
to gentlemen to ten or fifteen minutes each; andif 


| the floor is awarded to the ennenee who may 


first catch the eye of the Chairman, then I am 
willing to consent to the proposition of the gentle- 
man from Kentucky. 

The CHAIRMAN . As no further objection 
is made, the gentleman from Texas [Mr. Bett} 
will proceed with his remarks. 

Mr. BELL then concluded his remarks. 

Mr, BRECKINRIDGE. I now yield to the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Gmppines.]} 

The CHAIRMAN. For how long? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. For ten or fifteen 
minutes. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan. Lise to a ques- 
tion of order. Does the Chair hold that it is com- 


petent for the gentleman from K ky to 
to others for debate any portion of his time? 
The CHAIRMAN. | The committee 


mously agreed that the gentleman from Kentucky 
shou pie pee ae 
Mr. STUAR ._ I do not think the agreement 









was unanimous. I ob to t. 





i ee es ee a i a a ae 











quisty Adams, whose voice is xe sounding in 
ni. 


che ears of the people of this nation. 
My object, on the present occasion, is to call 
yp some historical reminiscences connected with 


this matter: to bring the past and present before 
ys in as few words as [ shall be able to express 
my thoughts. 


Sir, eighteen years since Texas found herself 
engaged in war, her resources exhausted by her 
revolution, and the expense of blood and treasure 
which she had expended in her efforts to become 
independent. She then applied to this Govern- 
ment for annexation to the United States. Mr. 
Van Buren, then President, with a Cabinet entirely 
composed of Democrats, rejected the proposition, 
refusing to submit it to the Senate, declaring the 
President could not entertain it for the very ob- 
yious reason that our Constitution had made no 

rovision for such a transaction. All remember 
the able letter of Mr. Forsyth, a southern man, 
at that time Secretary of State. 

It was one of those acts of Mr. Van Buren and 
his Cabinet, which will live in history. His en- 
tire party, and, indeed, the entire nation appear: 
ed to be satisfied with it. But the slave interest, 
ever watchful, ever aggressive, began to look upon 
annexation as desirable, in order to perpetuate 
slavery. Mr. Van Buren was defeated in the 
attempt of his friends to reélect him, and those 
most deeply involved in the interests of slavery 
began silently to concoct means for annexation. 
Then while these efforts were unknown to the 
public, the address to which I allude was put forth. 

The Demoeratic party were soon drilled into 
the policy of annexation. They saw it was to 
have a bearing on the next presidential election, 
and the annexation of Texas was made a p 
measure. The Democrats who had lauded Mr. 
Van Buren for his rejection of their proposition to 
annex Texas, now became the warmest advocates 
of that measure. 

Members of this body who refused to violate 
their own judgments, were denounced before the 
country, apd the party in our free States, at the 
behest of the slave power, struck down some of 
the ablest and most devoted members of this 
House. 1 well recollect a colleague (Hon. Jacob 
Brinkerhoff) who dared here to express his honest 
convictions on this subject. The slave power 
denounced him, and the party have to this day 

udiated him in consequence of his daring to 
think and act for himself. 

I need not repeat here, sir, that under a es 
Administration—perhaps I do injustice, and I wi 
say an Administration elected by Whig votes—the 
gee for annexing Texas was entered upon 
and pressed to a termination for the reason, as 
was said, it would extend slavery, and perpetuate 
it inour own States. The same reasons were 
urged here and to our Ministers resident at forei 
Courts. A treaty was eventually formed, 
which Texas was to become a ofthis Confed- 
eracy. This, sir, was-the only mode by which 
this Government could constitutionally bind our 
at to pay any portion of the debt of Texas. 

entlemen speak of our cont®ct to pay this debt. 
Where is that contract to be found? Not in the 
treaty, by which alone we could contract. The 
treaty was rejected. The constitutional majority 
could not be obtained in the Senate to ratify it. 

Up to the time of rejecting that treaty, no states- 
man ever dreamed that Texas could constitu- 
tionally annexed by joint resolution, or that we 
could contract with another Government by joint 
resolution. The advocates of that measure were 
then distinctly informed that joint resolutions 
could, at any future day, be ed. That no 
future Congress would be under any obligation to 
continue them in force. On more than one occa- 
sion, I, myself, proclaimed this doctrine. So true 
was it, that, at our last session, the Missouri pro- 
hibition of slavery in Kansas and Nebraska, after 
being approved! end venerhead by the’ nation for 
thirty-four , was repealed. I then said, as 
I did in 1846, that any act or joint resolution of 

must ever be itutionally subject to 

al. Téaysonow. The joint resolutions an- 

taser ae aa Sr —— 

to State » are 

all repel, or they ae modified whenever 
Congress ehail see ft to. d0 80, , 

ing those resolutions as a aie 
Names! y the doctrine. I meet it in limine. 
either the Congress of 1846 nor that” of 1950 






could place any obligation upon my conscience, || _ When the resolutions of i 
or impose upon me any each duty as re f liscussion, | referred to Ui vokieck abd legtined 
money of our people of Ohio to pay the debt of | of the chairman of the Committee on Foreign 
Texas. | Affairs, what he intended doing with the debt of 
But to return to the history of the presidential || Texas? He replied, “ We intend having nothing 
campaign of 1844. Mr. Van Buren was rejected | fo do with it.” He was an honest man, from 
in consequence of his adhering to the doctrine that | South Carolina, and meant what he said; and 
the annexation of Texas was unauthorized by the | were he here to-day, I am satisfied he would not 
Constitution, His party were apparently drilled | consent to sit here legislating to pay the debt cf 
into that measure; and, as the contest grew warm, | Texas, while his party, from the earliest period, 


Mr. Clay, the Whig candidate, seeing the slave | has cried out with holy horror against assum- 





power rallying so Feneety on that issue, began | ing the debts of any State. He had tou much 
to falter, spoke of annexation as likely to take | respect for consistency to change go often. 
place, and declared that he ‘‘ had no personal ob- || Why, sir, so careful were the Committee on 


Jection to it.’” He stood as the leader of that || Foreign Affairs, over which the gentleman to 
party. His~influence was great, and when he | whom I allude (Mr. Rhett] ided, that they 
quailed before the power of oppression, his ex- | inserted a clause in the reactatioed of annexation, 
ample became fatal to himself and party, He was | declaring that, “ in no event were said debts and lia- 
defeated. The power that produced his defeat had | bilities to become a charge upon the Government of 
ae They’ becamn ¢ the enure econ | the ies States.”” uae yas. ss re we 
arty. ecame the supporters of annex- | very resolutions which annex exas. Her 
ation. Whi “ following the example of Mr. | creditors heard it. They knew if it were annexed 
Clay, believed their party incapable of resisting | they must depend on Texas—not on Ohio, or any 
the encroachments of the slave power, and a suf- | other State, for their pay. Thus was the faith of 
ficient number of Whigs, both of the Senate and | Congress pledged by the whole Democratic party 
House, changed their position, and voted with the || to the people of the free States that in no event 
Democrats to carry the joint resolutions of annex- i should said debt become a charge upon the labor- 
ation. | . || ing freemen of the North. And, sir, if we now 
I point Whigs, or those who have heretofore | 
been denominated Whigs, to this event as the com- | 
mencement of the downfall of that party. I refer || say repeal the whoje of the resolutions, and let 
to these historical matters, however, to Show the | Texas go back to her independence, and pay her 
perfect absence of all equity, and of all moral obli- | own debt. The bill of 1850, this bill, and every 
gation to support the bill before us. While the || attempt to involve my constituents in the ior 
ona of annexation were pending, these || of this debt, is a violation of plighted faith. I meet 
“ itors made no objection. During the whole those attempts now asl did in 1850; I denounce 
iscussion of that measure, the creditors of Texas || them; I repudiate them now, and ever shall, while 
did not pretend that annexation would diminish | reason, and judgment, and conscience, 
the value of their claims. On the contrary, with || their functions. 
one unanimous voice, so far as my knowledge | Why, sir, Texas was admitted not merely with 
Ca ee ae ~ that naneaa bbe in- || the ries ts on en — aT eres 
crease the value of Texas bonds. I know that was || with the addition vantage 0 ing all the 
said by some of her principal creditors, and I || vast territory within her State: while the’ other 
ad of Sai a thought ore tM eer ees. | on rae surrendered ee pens lands 3 the 
e gentleman from Kentuc r. Breck- || eral Government. This was done in order to 
INRIDGE] says we absorbed her retenals arising | enable her to pay her own debt; and if she were 
from importations, thereby dieniniad ing the means | a free State her lands would be worth more than 
which Texas would have essed had she re- | $100,000,000, besides paying her whole debt, 
mained independent, while that revenue was ex- || which she now asks the ring freemen of the 
pny pledged to pay a portion of these debts. | North to pay for her. 
ir, suppose this were to every extent correct, did Bat, sir, the condemn from Kentucky [Mr. 
these creditors object? Notatall. Most of them || Brecxiveipce] frankly admits that the pledge of 
urged annexation, and the absorption of her reve- || her revenues does not constitute a very clear cause, 
nues, and others opposed annexation from politi- ] under the circumstances, for making the old States 
cal motives, saying that their interest would be || pay this debt; and he therefore places his. prin- 
increased by it. Now, sir, if these revenues were, || cipal stress upon the compromise act of 1850, an 
E fact, pledged, = oer to whom ~ pledge had | oye on as pornees of some mys millfons acres 
een given, stood by and encouraged the annex- || of land to New Mexico, constituted a con- 
ation, or were even silent, could they by such | sideration for the $10,000,000 provided for in that 


repeal this clause in favor of exempting the e 
of the old States from the charge of this dee 











fraud render the people of Ohio morally holden || act. This I deny altogether, and will soon ex- 
for their debts? I deny such logic. press my reasons for such denia!. But suppose it 
But what are the facts? Why, sir, Texas was || was so; sup that bill was carried through this 
body and the Senate without fraud or bribery; 
suppose Texas ag relinquished to New Mexico 
all the lends stated’ by the gentleman, and that it 
constituted a consideration for the $10,000,000 
provided for in that bill, I ask him, or any other 
war was to be perpecual; ang whileit continued, not || advocate of this measure, to point me to the con- 
one dollar of her debt could be paid. Her u- || sideration on which this additional §3,500,000 
lation could increase but slowly, and her ability || contemplated in this bill is based? For what is 
to meet her engagements was constantly dimin- || thatto be given? If the compromise was just, 
ishing. Under these circumstances, known to || why not let it stand? Why interfere with it? © 
every reader of her history, her creditors well Bat I would that the record of those compro- 
knew that annexation would give her protection, || mise acts of 1850, with the corrupt a 
by our armies, and thereby leave her to improve || which produced their passage, could be erased 
her condition and ability ‘to pay her debts; and || from the record of the past. I not remind 
their desire for annexation was founded on that | gpteas that the popular mind of the free States 
hope. I refer to these facts, written upon every || has branded those compromises as infamous. 
e of her contemporaneous history, in reply to || This act defini the keuaderies of Texas, and 
the intimation that the people the United States || giving her $10,000,000 was the first in the series 
have received benefit by her revenues. Why, Mr. | _of measures, known as the ‘‘ compromise acts’’ of 


harassed by her war, borne down by its expense, 
absolutely incapable of sustaining anavy or army, 
or of paying any portion of rea ts. Her bonds 
were ed in the market as absolutely worth- 
less. far as human foresight could extend, her 


Chairman, for every dollar of revenue collected in || that year; now held in almost universal deteste- 

Texas, we have paid at least one dollar and fifty || ti had by resolution, as early 

cénts for the expense of collecting it. Yet gen- C 

tlemen stand up here and speak of our benefits 
ising from the annexation. Why, what. were 

ts? Weexpended $200,000,000 in 


tion. Texas as ge, 
declared her laryeeey Ne be bounded by the Ri 
Grande from its mouth to its ‘source, wo 
that gi of New Mexico with Santa Fé 
capitol, which lies this side of thatriver. A Mex- 


f 







défending Texas; we sacrificed thirty thousand || ican custom-house lying thirty miles this side of 
lives of our own ci ens and aardevod fifty thou- || Santa Fé, at Paks cor own citizens constant! 
Cae ieee SPI pice atadnnan torhtn || Reet akan’ Wee Sucndee hoagn at Poone loabal pe 
i i to thi , the custom-house a : 
sé ae ent ache miles east of the mouth of the Bio Grande, wh 


jer me hte reieenee our peo- s and those of other nations 
; t benefits our citizens, oge ; peas 
we have Weceived by atmexation, lito pay dutiee to ihe Mexican Government, i 
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it was taken possession of by General Taylor’s || aspirants saw the candidates of the Democratic 
Army after the passage of the Seddlatlone ofannex- || party yield implicitly to southern dictation. Mr. 


ation, The territory of Texas had been definitely 
established by General Almonte, a commissioner 
appointed by Mexico for that purpose, long before 
the revolution broke out. ; 
The line separating that State from Tamaulipas, 
Coahuila, and Chihuahua commenced in the sea 
one league from the coast, opposite the mouth of 
the Aransas, and, following up that stream to 
the confluence of the San Antonio, thence up the 
latter stream to its source; thence westerly, to the 
line of New Mexico. If she held any more terri- 
tory, it was by conquest. Between Texas, as thus 
bounded, an ? 
thousand square miles of territory, inhabited by 
gome thirty thousand people, not one of whom 


laws. 

It is true that Texas sent an army to Santa Fé 
for the purpose of conquering it; but it is also true 
that every man was killed or taken prisoner. She 
also sent an army to Mier, who were mosily | 
disposed of in the same way; at least, all who | 
had the courage to fight, and the others escaped 
by fight. This, then, was the only jurisdiction | 
which she ever exercised over this vast territory, | 
which the gentleman from Kentucky, and the | 
Congress of 1850, admitted was the property of | 
Texas. ; 

Why, sir, at the next session of Congress after | 
the annexation, Mr. Polk, our President, congrat- 
ulated Congress and the country on the extraor- 
dinary gailantry of Colonel Donophan’s army, | 
which had marched through the wilderness of | 
Santa Fé; and he declared that the ‘* whole of | 
New Mexico, including Santa Fé, its capitol, had 
been conquered by the gallantry of our ‘ountry- 
men,” Why, sir, if the Texan claim were just, | 
he should have complimented the Army on con- | 
quering that part of Tezas. | 

This very question, relating to the absurd pre- | 
tensions of Texas, defeated the treaty. The ven- 
erable member from Missouri, (Mr. Benron,] | 
then in the Senate, placed this subject in such | 
obvious light before that body that they rejected | 
the treaty; and when the joint resolutions of an- || 
nexation came up in this body, no one dared to | 
make an assertion that Texas owned one foot of || 
the vast region subsequently claimed by her. And 
the language of the resolutions on this point was, 





properly included within and rightfully belonging to 
the Republic of Texas may be erected into a 
Staie,’’ &. 
‘of annexation declared they would not recognize 
the ridiculous pretensions of Texas to this terri- 


| 
“that Congress doth consent that the territory || 


determine the boundaries of Texas, according to | 
truth and justice. Well, sir, this two thousand 
uare miles of territory, with its cities, villages, | 
plantations, and custom-houses, was conquered | 
y our Army after the annexation, and all that 
rt of Tamaulipas, Coahuila, and Chihuahua | 


ying this side of the Rio Grande, being a terri- | 
tory larger than four such States as New York, | the South haveso long made northern douzh-faces 


was given to Texas, while that State withdrew 
her pretensions to what is now called New Mex- 
ico, or rather to that part of it lying east of the 
Rio Grande. , 


This withdrawal of the pretensions of Texas || 


ia said to have constituted the consideration for | 
which we stipulated, in theact of 1850, to pay her | 
$10,000,000. Such was not the case. But by | 
promising to pay that $10,000,000 we repudiated | 
the pledge of 1846, by which it was stipulated that | 
**in no event should the liabilities and debts of 
Texas become a charge upon this Government.” 
Sir, it wes not generally pretended that we received 
this territory as such consideration. Such inti- 
mation may have been advanced, but I have no 
reco of such ahint. What, then, werethe 
reasons for assuming the payment of this sum of 

10,000,000? 1 would state the facts, but history 

already proclaimed them. 

Sir, a presidential election was to take place in 
1852. Mr. Webster and Mr. Clay were 4 
itors for nomination by the Whig party. They | 
had seen Mr. Van Buren rejected for his inde- 
pendence, and Mr, ne ee for his servility 
to the slave power, orth had remained 
quiet and unmoved under that state of facts. Not 
more than two or three memb sf this bod 
denouriced this treason to erh rights. 


| willing to go in favor of paying Virginia an in- 
e 


| re 
the Rio Grande, were some two | 

i | would have been very likely to acceptone had not 
| the Democrats come promptly up to the line of ser- 
ever acknowledged allegiance to Texas or her | 
uals of each party refused to be sold and trans- 
| ferred to the perpetration of the outrage of pass- 
| ing this bill; and at this point a corrupt intrigue 


' received for the payment, to be made afler the pas- 


| rect as to the prices of stock. 


| to employ agents to carry this bill through the 


} ) | ested spectators of what was going on. Toaid this 
Here, sir, in. this Hall, the friends || 
| 


| the United States troops holding possession of that 
tory, but that Congress would retain the power to || Territory. This was sufficient; the cry that the 


|| Letters were written and sent North, saying that 


| would be split into oven wood. 


Clay was a slaveholder, and had been defeated in | 
1844, as he thought, for exhibiting too much in- 

dependence. 
compromise measures. This placed Mr. Webster | 
somewhat in the back ground; but in his 7th of | 
March speech he made a higher bid for the nomi- 
nation than his rival, declaring that he not only 
approved all these compromise measures, but was 


definite amount for the surrender of her north- | 
western tersitory to freedom sixty-three years 


With these bids before them, the slave power 


vility on which their Whig rivals stood. But the | 
parties were nearly equally divided, and individ- 


began gradually to unfold itself. Texas bonds | 
had become worth, I think, about seventeen dol- | 
lars on the hundred, by annexation. The pros- | 
pect of passing the ten million or compromise bill, 
increased their value gradually up to about twen- 
ty-seven dollars on the hundred, and if the bill 
passed, the holders expected them to become 
worth about seventy dollars on the hundred. 
There were, perhaps, $12,000,000 of outstand- 
ing bonds. ‘These bonds were offered in this 
Hall, to members, at twenty-three dollars on the | 
hundred; and here gentlemen may understand 
** I speak that which I know.’’ This proposal was | 
made with the assurance that a note would be 





sage of the bill, and that the holders would then | 
receive the stock back at seventy dollars on the | 
hundred, giving some $47,000 to the member, | 
for | presume no member was offered less than | 
$100,000 of bonds, I think I am precisely cor- | 
I know I am sub- 
stantially so, 

Here, sir, in this Hall, before we were called to 
order in the morning, gentlemen of professed 
honor and respectable standing, held forth their 
hands grasping Texan bonds, saying to us, ‘* Gen- 
tlemen, we would not bribe any one, but we want 


House.”’ Corruption stalked here unrebuked, 
and rumor was more false than usual, if men of 
higher official dignity than ourselves were disinter- 


policy, Texas assumed the braggart, threatened 
to march an army to New Mexico and drive out 


**Union was in danger, was at once raised.’’ 


**the Union was in danger;”’ that Texas was about 
to make war on the United States; that the Union 


I have no language to express my contempt of 
that most potent, knock-down argument by which | 


tremble and turn pale. Thank God, I think that 
argument has become exhausted. I trust the late 
demonstrations at the North will soon extinguish 





the whole race of dough-faces. Let them disap- 
pear fiom the earth; they are, at best, an unvirile 
class. of beings, incapable of perpetuating their 
race. Why, sir, at that very moment Texas was 
calling on our Gove-nment to protect them from 
the miserable savages hanging upon her frontier. 
Yet members in this Hall rolied up the whites of 
their eyes in holy horror at the terrible thought 
ee ane would contre ie uae pee ae 

airly got into it. us the poltroonery of the 
North was appealed to in order to carry that bill, 
which, in my opinion, was attended with more 
corruption any other that ever passed this 
body. I have no time to tell of the failure of the 
bill, the enliging its friends, the reconsideration, 
the votes of northern members on. all collateral 
questidns, the second failure, the motion to recon- 
sider the vote rejecting the bill a second time, the 
overruling of that motion by the Speaker, accord- 
ing to amentary law, the second rally of the 
stock. the overruling the Speaker's decis- 
ion on an appeal, the higher bids for votes, and 
the final of the bill, not merely in disre- 
gard of the Constitution, in contempt of justice 
and the rights of the free States, but by trampling 


jel JULpLPEL ST PIEESTE ety, 


February 6, 


down all parliamentary laws aud rules of thi, 
Then, sir, there was rejoicing in the bar-rooms 
and grog-shops of the city. -jobbers werg 





He, therefore, now went for all the || liberal with their wine; bonfires blazed, and the 


song, the shout, and sound of drunken rey 
echoed through the city. In the midst of their 
| excitement, a party of those more interested called 
at the door of a high dignitary of Government, 
and demanded a speech from its occupant. Obe. 
| dient to the call, he came forth reeling under the » 
fumes of wine, and commenced his address by 
saying, ‘* Now is the winter of our discon 
mede glorious summer,” &c. These are ali 
matters of history; they should not be forgotten, 
While we are called on here to Out, approve, 
or in any manner uphold this ten million bill, by 
which the people of the free States have been swin. 
died out of that amount; and if the bill before ys 
passes, the amount will be swelled to $13,500,000, 
Of that sum the people of Ohio will pay at least 
$1,300,000, for we pay at least one tenth of 
all our revenues. This addition to the debt of 
our own “State, will render our burdens uncom- 
fortable. Our people will pay this $1,300,000 as 
really as if it were collected by direct taxation. 
Every man who buysa pound of sugar, or a yard 
of cloth, pays a portion of this debt of Texas, 
This burden must rest on our laboring men; 
those who toil, who gather from the earth their 
living and wealth. In their name, and on their 
behalf, I protest against this wrong; I denounce it, 
I would not for one mament lend effect or su port 
to one of those compromise laws of 1850. The 
are all of them infamous, corrupt, and unconsti- 
3 but this ten million bill was the worst 
or an. 

Sir, by what constitutional authority are the 
people of Ohio made to pay the revolutionary debt 
of Texas? Can any man point to such authority 
in the Constitution? Can any angel from Heaven 
point us to it? No, sir; it does not exist. Why, 
then, are we involved in this debt of Texas? 
Why made to pay the debt of these foreigners, 
and permit our own to remain unpaid? By what 
rightful power is this $1,350,000 taken from our 
pockets, and handed over to the jobbers in Texas 
stocks? hy, sir, it was done to aid Mr. Clay 
and Mr. Webster in obtaining the presidency; to 
obtain the favor of the slave power in order to get 
the nomination for that office. 

Now, sir, | would repeal this law of 1850 at 
once, as we repealed the Missouri prohibition last 
year. I would lend that law no respect whatever. 
The time, | trust, is near at hand when all those 
compromise acts will be repudiated by Congress, 
and blotted from our statute-books. 

The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Brecaw- 
ripce]} thinks Texas will not accept the bill, if 
amended as proposed by the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, (Mr. Jones.) 1 understand that amend- 
ment to be merely giving the creditors the amount 
provided in the law of 1850, and interest thereon. 
As already observed, I would do nothing to sanc- 
tion the law of 1850; put, in order to make the bill 
as unobjectionable as we can, I shall vote for that 
amendment, and I shall then vote against the bill. 
I have no fears that Texas will refuse it. I wish 
she would. A reform Congress will meet here in 
December next, and if Texas refuses this provis- 
ion, I trust Co will then the man- 
hood to repeal the compromise act of 1250, and 
leave Texas to pay her own debt, and relieve Ohio 


from the payment of the ,000. 
The gentleman from onsen 'Mr. Brecxin- 


ripce}] asked the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
re if he thought his State would accept this 


sum 0} 000,000, instead of $8,000,000; and 
the eman from Texas said he did not think 
she would. Now, I differ from him on that 
point, and call the country to witness what I say. 
Texas it, if cut down ta, $6,000,000, 
or to 000,000, or $1 . will take, 
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‘ ears, have been worthless. The hold- 
ie’ many of them, died in poverty. Their 
children, and their grandchildren, yet hold our 
obligations, and many are in want of the money 
to support themselves. But we refuse to pay 
them; we repudiate the debts due our own people 
for services In our Revolution, and then tax the 
children of those whom we have thus defrauded 
to pay the revolutionary debt of Texas. Sir, this 
js called American statesmanship. I protest 
against this injustice—this dishonorable injustice 
to our own citizens, while we take their money to 

y the debt of a foreign State. This whole sub- 
‘ect of annexation, and the management by which 
we have involved our peome in the debt of Texas, 
constitutes a page in the history of cur legislation 
from which I turn with feelings bordering upon 
indignation and disgust. ; } 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I desire to submit some 
remarks upon the subject of this bill. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The gentleman from 
North Carolina, I believe, is in favor of the bill. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. There have been two o 
three speeches made against it. p 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Oh, I will give the 

entleman the floor. But I desire first to say, that 
Prope the committee will recollect that this is the 
only day set apart for the consideration of this 
billasa special order. I am, therefore, extremely 
desirous that the committee should dispose of it 
insome way or other. I will, therefore, yield to 
the gentleman from North Carolina for ten min- 
utes, and then close the debate without yielding 
further. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I will not occupy the at- 
tention of the conimittee more than five or six 
minutes. The gentleman over the way from 
Kentucky {Mr. Brecxinrinee] stated that he was 
not here when the act of 1850 was passed, and 
was not responsible for that act. 1 unfortunately 
occupied a position like that of the gentleman from 
Ohio, (Mr. Gippives.}] We were among those 
who were run over by the majority of the House. 
{Laughter.] But, sir, although I opposed the bill, 
and voted against it, | still hold myself responsible 
to carry out its provisions. I call the attention of 
the gentleman to one fact, which I think has an 
important bearing upon the question. I admit 
that | was strongly prejudiced againat this claim. 
It was only carried through the House after a 
struggle of five or six months. I was the only 
southern Whig whe voted against the bill, 
although I had twenty-nine southern Democrats 
to stand with me. Bat, nevertheless, | have ex- 
amined the claim now presented, and I have come 
to the conclusion that we are legally liable for 
it. I believe there is not a court of justice in the 
country that would not decide, in a similar case 
between individuals, that there was liability. By 
the terms of the annexation of Texas to the 
United States, it was agreed that she should 
retain her public lands to pay her debt. We were 
a party to that agreement. In 1850, our Gov- 
ernment bought a large amount of that land. 
We not only took the Fé country—and, 
by the by, f, in common all the members 
from the South, voted that Texas had a good title 
to that—but we purchased all that country which 
lies at the head waters of the Canadian and other 
tributaries of the Arkansas, to which the title of 
Texas was undoubted, and which, according to 
the statements of explorers, is one of the finest 
countries in the world. That tract of country 
contains forty or fifty thousand square miles, as 
near as I can judge ftom the map, or between 
twenty-five a irty millions of acres, and 
would bfing a large sum into the Treasury if sold. 

. Now, So may tell me that weshall waste 
that land—either give it away to pensioners as 
bounty, ordispose of it under the homestead meas- 
ure. t does not affect the question at all. This 

Government has obtained from Texas a very 4 

body of land—land which we had agreed she should 
retain to pay this debt. Well, where was our error? 

Gentlemen tell me that we paid $10,000,000 for the 

error was Wy not appropriating the §0,i00,000 

error was in not i $1 , , 

in the first place to the debt. If our Govern- 

ment had provided for a joint commission between 
the United States and ‘Texas to ascertain these 


debts and pay them, and had then handed over 


the balance to Texas, it would have been right. 
But, for meets Gentes Ney ee m 
to somebody else, that I give $1,000 for the ’ 





purchaséd one of them, I would not be liable to | refuse the gentieman, but | give notice now that I 










————S==—=_—=_—_—_———————— 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. As the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina has not occupied all 
the time allotted to him by the courtesy of the gen- 
deman from Kentucky, {Mr. espero 
entucky to yield me the 


and un- | 
to pay the debt and relieve the land, | 
and that | afterwards find out that the debt amounts | 
to $800, am I not bound to pay it? The error || 


understanding that the debt i ly $500 
divtalitnn to eaiheg : 





was, that, without providing for the payment of | ask the gentleman from 
the debts, we came in ourselves and diminished || floor fora few minutes. 
the ability of Texas to pay them. | Mr. BRECKBNRIDGE. How much time 
s Now, admit, Mr. Chairman, that we are not | does the gentleman want? 
| liable in the first instance. I believe the rule of | Mr. WASHBURN. Five minutes, if the gen- 
law is this: If, for example, there were five tracts | tleman pleases. 
of land mortgaged to pay a particular debt, and 1) Mr. BREGKINRIDGE. It is very hard to 
pay the debt until the balance of the land had been || will not yield 
exhausted. A court of equity would exempt my | gentleman from e shall take five minutes, and 


tract until the other land was disposed of, but I || then I will take less than five minutes and close 
should have an ultimate liability. Well, if this || the debate, 


were a contest between individuals, the courts | Cries of ** Agreed!” ‘* Agreed !”’] 
would hold that, if the creditors could not get the | r. WASHBURN, With every desire to 
money out of Texas, they might come on us, and || support this bill if I could find it consistent with 
that presents a proper case for a compromise. I | my duty to do so, I shall be obliged to record my 
cannot discharge a debt that is due by paying a | vote against it; and I desire to state, in a very few 
less sum than | owe; but if I am liable for a debt || words, the reasons which will constrain me so to 
in the future, or, in a certain contingency, I may || do. 
pay less than the whole amount to get clear of it; || I see very clearly that we are destined to have 
and | think that, in this case, we may very well | at least four acts in this Texas debt drama. 
say to the creditors of Texas, we will pay you || 
| seventy cents in the dollar—about two millions | 
| more than we agreed to pay—to get clear of the | 
| claim for the balance of the eleven millions. I | singular, her debts. She was bound by that obli- 
| have no doubt that the principle is right; that, |, gation. 
having incorporated Texas into the Union, and | 
having taken her revenue, we are pledged for her 
debt so far as that revenue was pledged. 
| Bat t und | the gentleman from Tennessee 
| (Mr. Jones] to say that we put Texas in a better 
| position, because we now defend her. That is | 
| true; but then there were two sides to the bargain. | 
Texas, in consequence of this annexation, is now 
bound to defend the State of Maine, if that State 
1s attacked, or the Territory of Oregon, or Wash- ] Well, sir, things went on until 1850, and there 
ington, on Puget’s sound—bound, in short, to pro- || was a dispute between Texas and this Government 
tect every one of the other thirty States; so that, || in reference to the boundary between that State 
in point of fact, there is a reciprocity. We have || and the United States. It was believed by a great 
no right to say to the creditors of Texas that || many people, perhaps by a majority of the people 
Texas gained more in strength than she lost. She || of the United States, that Texas had no just, vege 
is liable to defend us, and we are liable to defend | claim to a single acre in dispute. However that 
: | may have been, it was finally stipulated between 


her. ‘ 
These creditors had a valid claim for all her prop- |, the United States and Texas that she should 
| receive $10,000,000 for her claim, whatever it may 


erty, in fact, and, by the terms of the annexation, 

we showed that we were apprehensive about that | have been, to the disputed territory, that she should 

matter, for we set apart and reserved a particular || pay all her debts, and that this Government should 

fund to pay the debt; but we have since come in || be forever discharged from the same. Five mil- 

and taken a part of that fund, and in that situa- | lions of dollars were paid direct to Texas, out of 

tion of affairs the courts would say that we were || which she should have paid a portion of her 
|| debts, if she knew, as she now alleges, that they 


liable. 
ate, to more than the re- 


~y further. Fam willing that the 


In 
the first place, Texas was annexed by a joint res- 
| olution, and it was stipulated expressly that she 
| should retain her public lands, and pay, all and 


It cannot be denied that it was an obli- 
| gation binding and operative upon her. 

The consequence of that annexation in the way 
in which it was accomplished was, if I am not 
| mistaken, to increase very largely, and imme- 
| diately, the value of the debt in the hands of the 
creditors. The creditors, then, were not injured, 
| but were benefited in consequence of the annex- 
|, ation. I have never heard that they objected to 
| the annexation, or its terms. 








Well, gentlemen may tell me that Texas will || amounted, in the 
apply the lands which remain in her possession to || served $5,000,000. And we stipulated—and f 
pay the debt; but will she pay it? That is the || believe, for | have beenso informed by those who 

uestion. I do not mean to say anything against |; ought to know, at the instance and suggestion of 
the State of Texas, but, asa matter of fact, will |, the creditors of Texas; and, if so, they are the last 
Texas pay the debt? If she does not, theultimate || persone that should now take exception to it—that 
liability will beupon us. Thedebtis a very heavy || the other $5,000,000 should be retained for their 
one, and if Texas does not pay it, it will devolve || advantage and protection. So it was, sir; and we 
upon the United States, and ultimately we may || were, by the terms of this act, to be fully ard for- 
have to pay a much ‘arger sum. ever discharged. That wasthesecond act. Now 

Mr. Chairman, I have not occupied more than || we have the third; and we are told all round that 
five or six minutes. I intended to be as brief as || that this is to be a final settlement and adjustment 
I could. wanted to show the grounds upon || of all matters and ‘subjects in dispute between 


which I place my votes. 1 hate no question at all || Texas and her creditors and the United States. 
about the $6,500,000, because the $5,000,000 of | There is an opinion prevailing very generally, I 
bonds were to bear five per cent. interest from that || believe, in this House, that such will the t 
date, and the holders are entitled to have the bonds, || if this bill es. 1 think that opinion is not 
ora premium in euof them. These very bonds || well founded. The bill does not, on the face of it, 
have sold sinee that time as high as thirteen per || purport to be anything like a release by all the 


cent. premium. I am told that the of || creditors of Texas of the United States, or to pro- 
the Treasury has paid thirteen per cent. premium || vide for the execution of releases from all. There 
on them. ell, if the times get a little easier— || is a certain class of claims for which, it is said, 
and they will soon become so in the northern cities | the revenues of Texas were pledged, from which, 
—the bonds will probably go up to thirteen per | in the ge of this bill, we are to be discharged 
cent. premium again. , | by the creditors. : ; 
There is no doubt, then, that the creditors are en- But who are these creditors? There is a dis- 
titled to the $6,700,000. The only question is, asto || pute in regard to them. Mr. Corwin, the late 
the balance. Well, there is a debt of $11,000,000 Becretary of the Treasury, and Mr. Cushing, the 
present Attorney General, have not agreed en 


or $12,000,000, for which I think we are equitably reed ei 
responsible. [do not hold myself personally re- || as to the debts which are embraced in this bill. 





sponsible for it, because | voted against the annex- || They disagree in their opinion as to who are the 
ation resolution, and against or loumey bill revenue creditors of Texas, and each of them 
of 1850, and helped to fight it for six or eight || have some of the claims which, it is in- 
months 


. ButI think that we have ourselves || sisted, come within the clase of claims intended to 


in such a by our legislation here, that || be ided for. «And those creditors who are 
we shall udeompaliod to pay the debt; || excluded by the reports of the Secretary of the 
and I would rather pay seventy cents on the dollar |, Treasury and by the Attorney General, will cer- 


| tainly come here after this, and claim that 


and rid of the whole matter. | will not 
farther Syabe sow 00 sly | Sir wees be Xo revenaee of TpaSenan 


occupy the attention of the committee. 











600 


os 


they are entitled to be paid by the Government of 
the United States. But there is another class of 
ereditors who may come to Congress hereafter 
and ask to be paid—those whose debts were not 
in terms secured by a p of the revenues. But 
their debts were against Texas, and against the 
good faith of Texas; and all hersproperty, means, 
and resources, all her revenues, were really and 
traly justly pledged and liable to the payment of 
these debts, subject, it may be, to the prior lien of 
the pledge holding creditors. Sir, if,we acknowl- 
edge our liability to pay the present claimants this 
arnount, the other creditors will hereafter come in 
and demand payment of their debts, for they are 
not held by the terms of this law to execute any 
release, or give up any claims which they may 
have against Texas or the United States. And 
that will be the fourth act. — 
Now, are we bound in equity and good faith to 
the creditors of Texas, or to Texas herself, to 
pay more than we agreed to pay in 1850? I do 
not think we are. That amount, including inter- 
est and the premium on the bonds, in all about 
six and a half millions, I am prepared to vote for; 
and could | see any good reason for it, I would 
gladly vote for the eum provided in the bill, for I 
am exceedingly anxious to have this vexed and 
troublesome question removed from these Hails; 
and | shall be glad to aid the creditors of Texas 
in obtaining what is partly due to them. But 
such reason, though | have sought for it diligently, 
I have been unable to find. If Texas had, by the 
action of the United States, been deprived of her 
means and resources, so that she could not pay her 
debts; or if her ability to y had been materi- 
ally and injuriousl affected, er creditors might 
demand, with much plausibility, payment of the 
United States. 

‘These creditors assert that the custom revenues 
of Texas have been destroyed by the annexation; 
but they do not show that the substantial ability 
of Texas to pay has not been unmeasurably in- 
creased by that act. We all know that it has 
been, and that these claims appreciated in value 
at once and largely. 

By the transaction of 1850 the ability of Texas 
to pay her creditors was not diminished, but greatly 
increased. We took from her nothing of present 
value to her, nothing which could have been made 
available for her creditors, and paid $10,000,000. 
Which was best for Texas and her creditors, the 
disputed lands and the revenues which she would 
have collected if she had remained an independent 
State, deducting such portion of them as would 
have been required for her annual expenses, or 
this commutation, as1 may term it, by which 
$10,000,000 was placed in her hands, and which 
she was bound to use in the same way and for the 
same purposes that she would use the lands and 
revenues? Clearly the $10,000,000 was better 
for the creditors than these far away lands and 
fugitive customs. The United States, then, has 
done nohings at any time, in any way, which 
has, or could, by the remotest possibility, impair 
the credit or ability of. Texas, or prasadios the 
condition of her creditors. Onthe other hand, she 
has directly and largely improved their chances 
and condition; and because she has done so, is not, 
in my poor jadgment, thereby and therefore 
bound to make to them a gratuity of $2,000,000. 

Show me that this Government has interfered 
to the disadvantage of these creditors, and I will 
acknowledge its obligation to make them whole. 
Convince me that Texas is not bound to pay these 
debts by reason of anything this Government has 
done, and that she is not as able to pay them as 
she would have been but for us, and I will admit 
our liability, But if she is liable and able, and 
the more able on account of the moneys we have 
paid her, it is difficult to perceive what claim there 
is, in eqaity and justice, upon this Government, 
“a more than we have already agreed to pay... 










he creditors look to Texas; their claim is against 
her, “es noth Una States. = Government 
is not the manner in which Texas a 
ropriates the ya paid her. Dp oie amit 
bane nisappropriated eee govevertn. £9 
py tug fr tha Gp hi het he 20 
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a debtor, or sendered leas i able the 
any oe - For the neglects and bad 
faith—if such | en—of Texas, she, 
and not the United responsible. This 





bill assumes the annaty and makes $5,000,000, 
the payment—properly donation—o: ,000, 
peo Texas has not done what she ought to 


have done. The creditors of Texas relied upon | another portion. The $8 


her good faith, not upon ours, and her failure can- 
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not be at our charge. That good faith we never | 


guarantied, expressly or by implication. The 
creditors relied upon Texas for good faith in the 
use of her means,.and upon the United States 
not to embarrass or diminish them to their dis- 
advantage. Texas may have forgotten or denied 
her obligation, but the United States has not failed 
to observe and keep that which she assumed. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. [ have listened with 
great respect to the observations which have fallen 
from the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Gippines, 
and the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Wasusvan. 
Some of these observations appear to me to be 


i 


pertinent to the matter. As to others, to which | 


the gentleman from Ohio called attention, I have 
answered them in the general remarks which I 
have made, and cannot, at this late hour, under- 
take to recapitulate my argument. 

I desire now to make a very brief reply to the 
remarks which fell from the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, [Mr. Jonzs,] and which appeared to me 
to have had some impression on the committee, 
in reference to striking out the sum of $8,500,000, 
and inserting, in lieu thereof, thesum of $6,550,000, 
being the amount in the Treasury, with the interest 
and the premium, to be distributed pro rata amon 
the creditors, with the assent of nen: And 
desire to demonstrate, by a single statement, in 
which I will have to repeat some*things which I 
have said this morning—that*the proposition of 
the gentleman from Tennessee, if agreed to, would 
be exactly equivalent to doing nothing at all, and 
that, as heretofore, we will be liable for this stock, 
and the interest which will have accumulated upon 
it, because the distribution of this $6,550,000 pro 
rata among the revenue creditors, would produce 
exactly only fifty-five cents to the dollar. That 
Texas will not eonemte Why will she not accept? 
Because, in the scale she has made of her debis, 
she has solemnly recognized that she owes a por- 
tion of those revenue creditors eighty-seven and a 
half cents in the dollar, others seventy-seven, 
others sixty-seven, and down to twenty-seven. 
Therefore, when you ask her to consent that you 
will pay with fifty-five cents in the dollar debts 
which she has solemnly recognized as being worth 
seventy-seven and eighty-seven cents in the dollar, 
you ask her to do what she cannot, without a 
violation of her pledge solemnly placed on record. 
And I appeal to the gentlemen from Texas, both 
of them, to say to the committee, in view of the 
proposition, whether it is not perfectly certain 
that Texas will not accept or assent to it? 

Mr. SMYTH, of Texas. I can assure the 
committee that if the amendment of the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. Jones} be adopted, Texas 
vil reject the bill, and | will vote against it 

ere. 

Several Mempens. Well, let her do so. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I should like to ask a single 
question of the gentleman from Texas, if the 
gentleman from Kentucky will permit me. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Certainly. 

Mr. HOUSTON, It is this: whether this bill, 
as it stands, does not conflict as much with the 
scaling of the Texas debt by the Legislature of 
that State as does the amendment offered by the 
gentleman from Tennessee? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I can angwerthat—no. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Let the gentleman from 
Texas answer. 

Mr. SMYTH. It would conflict with that 
scaling, but not to the same extent as would the 
amendment of the gentleman from Tennessee. 
Some of the debt has been recognized as worth 
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dollar. Therefore, there would be.a small es" 
flict, bat we are assured that the State of Texas 
is willing to accept the $8,500,000. Their Repre. i] rel 
sentatives tell us so. t if we adopt the amend. om frie 
ment of the gentleman from T " make aT. it 
the amount $6,550,000, which would leave by: vanissi 
fifty-five cents in the dollar, of course she will not the Gov 
accept it. revott r 
Mr. HOUSTON. I understand that the gen. one 
tleman from Tennessee—— Govern 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, (interrupting.) I wil, the tran 
go on and finish what I was going to say. I had was pe 
only undertaken to show that the ition of of the | 
the gentleman from Tennessee, if adopted, would By 
result in no practical legislation, and would amount Texas 
to nothing. I am opposed to it, therefore, as I am that tht 
desirous of disposing of the subject, and as we are constit 
assured that Texas would not assent to this prop. obligat 
osition, and by the bill we are obliged to have her ment k 
assent. What follows?) Why, this stock ma. the pul 
tures, At its maturity the whole question is sti} they t 
unsettled ; but even suppose it to be settled; then you yas. 
have still to pay the precise amount provided for in ment ¢ 
this bill, And remember, sir, that. by that time of thes 
these revenue debts will have accumulated by in- agreen 
terest to some $14,000,000, and as the stock also it, sho 
bears interest, the interest will ran.on both of them, standi 
In view of these facts, and in view of the cer- from | 
tainty that the State of Texas will withhold its’ her le 
assent to the proposition of the gentleman from comp 
Tennessee, this bill appears to me to be a fair part 0 
financial arrangement for the of the apply 
United States to make, having reference alone to these 
our own Treasury, without regard to Texas, and portic 
without regard to the interest of the creditors. As credil 
the bill stands now, without the amendment pro- This 
posed by the gentleman from Tennessee, I con- did. 
sider that its passage would be a good financial to re 
measure, maps for the United States to take. chase 
Here he ammer fell.) ulate 
he CHAIRMAN. General debate havi of th 
closed upon the bill, the question is onthe aaeed adm 
ihent proposed by the gentleman from Tennessee 
ee strike out $8,500,000, and insert man 
y ’ ° P Y the { 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I ask my friend from that 
Tennessee to withdraw that amendment for the Tex 
present, till I offer the amendment reported by the pay 
Committee of Ways and Means. zens 
Mr. JONES. The Committee of Ways and and 
Means bon grepren no amendment to this first it, @ 
section, the committee has a right to pass of t 
upon my améndment first. I haveno objection to tior 
accede to the reaney: of the gentleman; but, with N 
the permission of the committee, I had rather pass ina 
it over until we vote upon the other amendment. I 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands, an} 
then, that the amendment is not withdrawn. Sta 
Me. TAYLOR ot pun ote colleague does the 
P. . io. Ifm et the 
not wish to offer ee; e Opposition to wh 
that of the, eman from Pomme Ido ., a 
‘ Mr. DISNEY. I prefer to make my remarks St 
ow. fo 
The CHAIRMAN. Does en tha gent from It 
Ohio poapene o.eeneie the tof the gen- m 
tleman ‘ennessee? hee 3 ot 
Mr. DISNEY. I desire to speak in opposition th 
to that amendment. P 
hints eine. Et 
8 ready been in o ti I 
Mr, DISNEY. saan to. amend so as p 
to reduce the sum to $5. . Un the five - ci 
minutes’ rule, I cannot say. all a yuld like c 
to say in regard to this subject. The.gen b 
from Kentucky has certainly made the best pre- g 
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the examination which | have made upon this || ortoo little. It was satisfact 
subject, at the last session of Co ve tion . 
present, aided 


by the exposition of the distin- | 


GOL 


to all parties at 





and the || the time. I mention this consideration in reply 


to the remarks which fell from tne gentleman from 


ost strongly relied on. Itis true, that by the// guished gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Brecx- | North Carolina, {Mr. Cuvoman,) who thinks we. 
oe of 1850 provision is made, that the five mil- INRIDGE] this morning, I am confirmed in the | did not pay enough for the land which Texas gave 
jions stock directed to be applied by that act shall || opinion that I am right in supposing that the best || up in adjusting her boundary. - 


be retained until thecreditors of the State of Texas 
shall release all claims against the United States. 
My friend from Kentucky says that this ee 


the committee. 


thing the Co of the United States can do, is | 
to pay this debt as proposed in the bill now before | 


The point I make is, that Texas, by the act of 
annexation, gave up nothing; thet her creditors 
lost nothing; that the pros and condition of 


ision in the act of 1850 is an actual and absol Mr. Chairman, I voted, in 1850, to pay Texas | her creditors igbetter now before annexation 
admission that these parties held claims against || the $10,000,000 alluded to in this bill, and in | to the United States. ‘ 

the Government of the United States, and, that || various rts from the Departments upon the || 1 make this point in answer to the position, 
therefore, these revenue creditors, as he terms || subject. 1 voted then, by way of compromise | taken by the friends of this bill, that Texas had 


have an acknowledged claim against the 
Geseranient of the United States. But what was 
the transaction in relation to which the act of 1850 
was passed ? It was for the purchase of a portion 
of the public lands of the State of Texas. 

By the terms of the joint resolution annexing 
Texas to this Union, it was specifically provided 
that the public lands of the State of Texas, should 
constitute a fund to pay the debts, liabilities, and 
obligations of that State. The Federal Govern- 
ment knew, When they purchased this portion of 
the public domain of the State of Texas, that 
they took it subject to this lien, outstanding as it 
was. It was perfectly competent for the Govern- 
ment of the United States, in purchasing a portion 
ofthese public lands, to stipulate in the terms of the 
agreement, that the purchase money, or a part of 
it, should be applied to the discharge of these out- 
standing obligations, upon the land she acquired 
from that State. She may have gone furtherthan 
her legal righte warranted, but it was entirely 
competent for the United States to ask Texas, asa 
part of the terms of the agreement, that she should 
apply these funds generally to the discharge of | 
these debts, or to the discharge of a particular 

rtion of the debts, or of any particular class of 
creditors that Congress might choose to designate. 
This Congress did do, and it is all that Congress 
did. Out of abundant caution, Congress chose 
to recognize a liability so far as the land pur- 
chased was concerned, but no further; and it stip- 
ulated for the application of a reasonable portion 
of the purchase money to the discharge of the 
admitted lien upon the purchased land. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. The gentte- 
man from Ohio (Mr. Diswey] argues that when 
the Government of the United States purchased 
that portion of the public lands of the State of 
Texas, in 1850, which had been pledged for the 
payment of the debt due by that State to the citi- 
zens of the United States, she became liable, legally 
and morally, to pay them, or, as he chose to qualify 
it, she chose voluntarily to appropriate a sportion 
of the purchase money to the payment of a por- 
tion of that debt. 

Mr. DISNEY here made a remark, which was 
inaudible to the reporter. 

Mr. STANTON, (resuming.) If there was 
any obligation upon the Government of the United 


of great national questions, for that payment as | pledged es 
one of a series of measures, and, sir, a series of | toms to 


measures which brought about a compromise | 
highly valuable to the country, and which pro- 

duced peace, good feeling, and harmony to the | 
United States. I do not regret voting for that | 
compromise; and while my colleague upon the | 
right (Mr. Gippines} thinks we never should | 
make a. compromise, | entertain a very different 
opinion, and say | believe the National Legislature | 
never could do anything with any great national | 
question of public policy unless individuals should | 
occasionally compromise, in some degree, their | 
own opinions. How could we enact a tariff to | 
regulate the duties upon imports, if some gentle- 

men did not sacrifice something of their private | 
opinion? or how could the two hundred and thirty- 
four members of this House ever agree on any 
great subject, unless by compromises? 

Now, sir, | look upon the proposition to pay 
$8,500,000 to Texas, as proposed in this bill, as 
the compromise of a debt which we are bound | 
to pay by sanction of honor and national | 
legislation. [tis a mere question of time. The | 
creditora claim $11,000,000 or $12,0:10,000, but 


the United States appropriated $9,000,000 on the 





9th February, 1850, which, with the interest which | 


has accumulated, now amounts to foam, 
and in 1864 amounts to $8,500,000. At the end | 
of fourteen years we shall be constrained to pay 
the $5,000,000 with interest, which will amount | 
to $8,500,000. Butif we pay it now, we require | 
a release to be filed in the Treasury Department, | 
from all the creditors of Texas, before a cent is paid. | 
And what is the difference to the United States, | 
whether we pay it now-or at the end of fourteen | 
years? Itisa mere compromise, and eminently | 
favorable, because we now have the money; while | 
at the end of fourteen years we may not have it 
in the rey 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Will the gen- | 
tleman allow me a word? 

Mr. TAYLOR. I cannot, as I have only five 
minutes. If the gentleman from Maine will loek | 


to the third section of the bill he will find these | 


words: 


That no payment shall be made under this act to any | 
holder of said securities, or evidences of debt, unless the 
said holder shall first execute to the United States a receipt 
for the said payment, in which said holder shall forever re- 
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ially her revenues arising from cus- 
e payment of the claims of her cred- 
itors, and that the United States, by assenting to 
this annexation, took Texas cum onere, is 
bound to perform her obligations. 

In the first place, there can be no pledge of a 
thing not in esse. The pledge of Texas of her 
accruing revenue was but a promise to pay the 
debt in another form. It amounted to no more 
than that. In this respect the pledge of the reve- 
nue was quite different from a pies of her domain. 
To these the pledge might well enough attach, 
because it was something in existence, something 
tangible. Texas is to-day an ind ent, sov- 
ereign State, with the full right of taxation, It is 
true, by the act of annexation, she gave up the 
right to levy duties on imports. is, at most, is 
only depriving herself of one mode of taxation. 
She has the power to impose a he r citizens 
taxation to discharge her legal dues, which any 
other independent Government has, excepting this 
one mode. 

So the United States cannot raise revenue by 
levying duties on exports. But the United States 
Government can resort to any other legitimate 
mode of raising revenue. Texas in no way dimin- 
ishes her capacity to raise revenue by any other 
legitimate mode she may deem proper, provided 
she has the disposition. The rights of the cred- 
itors are as ample, and the obligations of Texas 
as strong to her creditors to-day as they .vere be- 
fore the act of annexation. 

Neither can it be said that Texas has rendered 
herself less able to discharge her public dues by 
the act of annexation. She was relieved by that 
act from the expense of supporting an army or 
navy to maintain her national existence. Her 
resourceagwere increased, and her expenses dimin- 
ishéd by the act of annexation. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate has been exhausted 
on the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, 
(Mr. Tartor. 

Mr. GOODE. I move that the committee do 


now rise. 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. Do not let us 


| risenow. We had better take a recess. 


Mr. GOODE. No. Let thecommittee rise. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 1 demand tellers on 
the motion. 
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States, when putchasing the lands of Texas, to |! iease ail claim against the United States and the State Fellers were ordered; Messrs. Davis, of 
make a aipalasion of that kind for the benefit of || Texas for or on eceount of the said securities, pate oon Indiana, and Benson, wasehentienen 

the creditors of Texas, when she absorbed the || of debt; and the said certificates, or other evidences of | ‘The question was taken; and the motion was 
whole revenue power of that State, was there not 7 ae ee es Ses Oe Tey ee | agreed to, the tellers having reported—ayes 76, 
« similar obligation upon the part of the United , || noee 70. 

States to provide for that fion of the debt Is not that arelease? Is not that a fihalrelease | So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
for which the revenues of Texas were pledged ?|| of the creditors? And is it not provided, ina sub- | resumed the chair, the Chairman reported that the 
It seems to me, that if the position of the gentle- | sequent ag of the bill, that Texas shall also | Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
man is correct in one ease it ought to apply in the || release all her claims against the United States? | had had the state of the Union generally under con- 
other. I have never taken any part in support of || And if the creditors release, and Texas release, and | sideration, and particularly the lorder, being 
this bill, nor have I ever examined it until the | we pay the debt now, which we are bound to pay || Senate bill (No. 96) to provide for the pa of 
present time. J listetied with great initerest to the || in 1864, where is the difficulty? We have here | such creditors of the of as 
very lucid exposition of the gen from Texas, | & favorable compromise, one which commends | are comprehended in the act of Congress of Sep- 
(Mr. Smuytn,] and, I must confess, I am thor- | itself eminently to the sense and judgment | tember 9, 1850, and had come to no resolution” 
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oughly convinéed that these claims of the Texas | of Ee Cougrets of the © hited Ee sate. nave ett le i 
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Mr. MAY. Mr. Speaker, day after to-morrow 


States is not cua to some extent, for the | Creditors of Texas, as well as to themselves, by | 
She is has been set apart, by a special order of the 


whole $12.0) ° certainly responsible || doing what they solemnly bound themselves to do 
mise to pay the amount to paid in [Here the hammer fell. } Committee on the Judiciary; and I would now ask 
this bil; m that view of the case, I feel|| Mr. FULLER. Mr. Chairman, I am one of || the unanimous consent for leave to members of 
myself oblig vote for it. the remaining few now on this floor, who voted || that committee to rt the bills which they have 
for the bill giving the $10,000,000 to Texas, in| prepared, so that may be printed and laid 
the Thirty-Firat Congress. I know it was the im- members-when they come up for consider- 
pression at that time, among those who voted for | ation. : 
Mr. TAYLOR. le mend the umend- || the bill, that we gave Texas much more than the The SPEAKER, (Mr. Jones, of Tennessee, 
House that the gentleman have leave to 


ment of the ‘Tennessee, {Mr. |\"land she ceded to us was worth. But it was paid || in the chair.) Is it the unanimous consent of the 
Es, Favre to ' contro ‘ report 
} by the amount to $8,400 to review that settle- || certain. bille from the Committee on the Judici- 


to settle and adjust a 
I move this am to saya few ‘words I am not now di : 

upon the bal f shall vote for the bill; and from ment and readjust it, whether we voted too much |! ary, so that they may be printed, and laid upon 
: + 
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members’ desks when they come up for considera- -| agreed to, I propose to take such measures as to | 





tion? | get the Texas bill out of the committte, and to put | 
There was no objection. ° | it in such a condition that the House can reach it, | 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman | and then let the House adjourn. 

from Maryland, under the unanimous consent of | Mr. HAMILTON. I move that the House do 

the House, will now submit his reports from the | now adjourn. 

Judiciary Committee. | ‘The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman | 
The following bills were then reported, eever- | will have to wait until he can get the floor for that 

ally real a first and second time by their titles, | purpose. [Dengbior) 

viliered to the Committee of the Whole on the’ Mr. HAMILTON. Have I the floor now? 

state of the Union, and ordered to be printed: | The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman | 
An act to amend an act entitled ‘An actfurther | from Wisconsin (Mr. Easrmay] is entitled to 

to provide for the collection ot duties on imports,”’ || the floor, 

approved March 3, 1853. | Mr. EASTMAN. Well, sir, f move that the | 
An act to amend an act entitled ‘An actto pro- | House do now adjourn. 

vide for the punishment of certain crimes against | Mr. RICHARDSON. 

the United States;’’ approved April 30, 1790. | nays upon the motion. 
An act to provide for the accommodation of | he yeas and nays were ordered. 

the courts of the United States in the district of | The question was then taken upon Mr. East- 

Maryland, and for a post office in Baltimore city, || man’s motion; and decided in the negative—yeas 

Maryland. 62, nays 78; as follows: 
Joint vesolution for the purchase of one hun- YEAS—Metsrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C. Allen, 

dred and eighty copies of Alden’s Index to the | Bete ieetermeee eee ee) 

a , ; . 2c iter, Chase, Chrisman, J. G. is 
cen of the Supreme Court of the United | Thomas Doris Benen, -~ Aaeeny ee ee 


hart, Flagler, Fuller, Giddings, Goode, Goodwin, Hamil- | 
Mr. SEYMOUR. Ihave also several reports || ton, Aaron Harlan, Haven, Henn, Hiester, Howe, Daniel | 
which | desire to make from the Committee on || T. Jones, J. Glancey Jones, Kidwell, Kuox, Letcher, 
the Judiciary. They are bills which | wish to | Lilly, McCulloch, McMuilin, MeQueen, Mayall, Middle- | 


P || swarth, Milison, Mo gan, Murray, Norton, Pennington 
have referred to the Committee of the Whole on | Pringle, David Ritchie Ruflin, Sabin, Sage, Shaw, Sim’ 
the state of the Union and printed, that they may || mons, Skelton, Andrew Stuart, Tracy, Tweed, Wade, | 
be ready to be taken up and disposed of when the 
business of that committee comes up asa special | 
order. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. They will be | 





I demand the yeas and 


NAYS—Messrs. Appleton, Thomas H. Bayly, Banks, 
Bell, Bliss, Bocock, Breckinridge. Bristow, Campbell, 
Caskie, Chandler, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Cox, Cumuning, | 
Cutting, Dawson, Edmands, Thomas D. Etigt, John M. | 

; ; ; Elliott, Ellison, English, Farley, Faulkner, Florence, | 
received Mf there be = objection. | Franklin, Green, Greenwond, Grey, Andrew J. Harlan, } 

Mr. KNOX. 1 object 

, ’ en || Hendricks, Houston, Hunt, Johnson, George W. Jones, 

Mr. MAY. I distinctly asked leave for all the || Roland Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Kurtz, Lewis, Lindsley, Mac- 
members of the Committee on the Judiciary to | donald, McDougall, May, Smith Miller, Nichols, Olds, 
report. 1] ee ee oe ae ara 

+ gs obbins owe, Sapp, Seymour ower, Samue 7 
he SPEAKER co tempore. ‘The Chair di) | Smith, George W. Smyth, Soliers, Frederick P. Stanton, 
not so understand the gentieman, and only put || Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, David Stuart, | 
the question to the House for leave for the gen- | Jobn J. Taylor, John L. Taylor, Teller, Upham, Walker, | 
tleman from Maryland himself to report. The || Walcy, Wells, Joon Weutworth, Tappan Wentworth, 
Chair hopes, however, that no objection will be | : 
made to the other members of the Judiciary Com- || 50 the House refused to adjourn. ; 
mittee making their report. “The question then recurred upon the motion to 
Mr. KNOX. I object. | go into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
. of he Uni 
THE ARMY BILL. O es eel 
: Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I desire to say that I | 

Mr. BENTON. I have an amendment which || 4, not propose to take the final vote upon the bill | 

I intend to move to the Army bill, With,the con- || 


; .. || to-day inthe House. I desire that the bill shall | 
— *. maha es oe to the Clerk that it | be put in such a shape that the House can have an | 


Te: opportunity to vote upon the amendment offered | 

aot aed ~ eee and the amendment by the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones.] | 
vue. PH ELPS. Pl ask the unanimous consent || MY ouly purpose is to get the bill in the House, | 
of the House to report, from the Committee of waere & Wi Come Gp to-teirrew. 


: Cries of ** Order!” * Order!”’} 
Ways and Means, its action on the amendments { ; 
of theMenntn ts the Army bill. Mr. WHEELER. I demand the yeas and 


Cries of * Object !”) nays upon going into the Committee of the Whole 

Me PHEL Iask the unanimous coneent j onrhe SPEAKER pre tempore divided the House, 
bill from the Commiyee of Ways and Means, in | 8Pd announced that the yeas and nays were not 
order that it may be referred to the Committee of || ° Steains 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and, with the | 7 

ort, ordered to be printed. 
“IMr. HOWE. I would suggest to the gentle- | 
man from Missouri, and to the Heuse, that the 
bill he desires to report ought to be referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. I understand 
that it provides for y increasing the Army, 
and certainly ought to go before that committee 
for consideration. [ ask that the gentleman from 
Missouri will so amend his motion. 

Mr. PHELPS. I cannot. 
" Mr. KNOX. Then I object to its being re- 
ported. 








{ 

















Wuee.er, Goope, Eastman, and 
others, amid much confusion, demanded tellers— 
some upon the yeas and nays, and others upon 
the mouog to go into the Committee of the Whole 
|| on the state cf the Union. 

| Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Srvarr, of 
|| Michigan, and Ciincman were appointed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore then put the ques- 
tion upon the motion to go into the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. WHEELER. | demand tellers upon the 

eas and nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Housé is 
now dividing, and it is too late to raise a question 


TEXAS DEBT BILL—AGAIN. of order. 





Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Isupposethe House || Mr. GOODE. I demanded tellers distinctly 
is aware of the fact that the measure we have had 
under consideration in the Commitee of the Whole || The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair did 
on the state of the Union *o-day, according to || not so understand it. : 
many parliamentarians iv, the House, of which I || Mr. GOODE. It is not too late for the Chair 
do not to be one, will not come up to- || to correct his own mistake. : 
morrow if it is not disposed of to-day. The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
Mr. KNOX. | rize to a question of order. I || from Virginia is not in order in addressing the 
desire to know if thie discussion is in order | Chair while the House is dividing. 
What is the before the House? Mr. GOODE. Does the Chair decide that it is 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. | am going to makea || too late to correct his own mistake ? 
motion. I will make i. {am upon my legs for | The SP ER pro The Chair de- 
that purpose. J move that the rules Se suspended, | cides that the House is dividing, and that it is not 
and that the House resolve itself into the Com- | in order to the Chair. 
mittee of the Whole on the stage of the Union. : Well, sir, I insist that the tel- 
And I take occasion to say, that, if the motion is || lers were called upon the yeas and nays, and that 
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|| yeas and nays. 


| Ettithu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, and Wheeler—62. | 


February 6, 


the House are dividing upon ordering the yeng 


O’The SPEAKER 

e - The 

from Virginia is riot tp ora osname 
Mr. EASTMAN. I demand tellers Upon the 


Cries of “ Order!”” and ** Too late!) 
he tellers then reported—ayes 74, noes j¢. 

no quorum voting. : 

Mr. OLDS. I demand the yeas and nays, 

Mr. EASTMAN. Oh, it is too late now; the 
yeas and nays have been refused. a 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair wi 
state that, when a call was made for the yeas 
nays, he requested those in favor of ordering them 
to rise. ey did so, and the Chair re 
twenty-three—not a sufficient number. The Chaj 
then heard various voices demanding tellers, by: 
he certainly did not hear any one demand teller, 
upon the yeas and nays. The question was then 
upon going into the Committee of the Whole op 
the state of the Union, and the Chair therefor. 
put the question upon that motion. The Chair 
however, hopes there will be no objection to allow. 
ing those who want tellers upon the yeas and hays 
to oon them. . aa 

ellers upon the yeas and nays were ordered: 

and Meine’ Dosa and Campse i appointed, 

The House was divided; and the tellers reported 
thirty-four in the affirmative—a sufficient number, 

So the yeas and nays were ordered, 

Mr. TWEED. I movethat the House do now 


adjourn. 


r. WHEELER. Upon that motion I demand 

the yeas and nays. ; 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. WHEELER. [call for tellers. ° 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Brecxw- 
rnipGe and CamMpBeLL were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 26, noes 75. 

So the Lionse refused to adjourn. 

Mr. EASTMAN. No quorum voted. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will 
count and ascertain whether there be a quorum 

resent. 

Mr. FLORENCE, Several gentlemen are hur- 
rying out of the Hall. (Laughter. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. ell, gentlemen 
have a right to go out when they please. 

Mr. ORR. There seems to bea disposition 
manifested to postpone this matter unnecessarily, 
and with a view of letting gentlemen have an 
opportunity of showing their hands, I move that 
there be a call of the House, Perhaps that will 
bring back some of those gentlemen who are now 
leaving the Hall. 

Mr. MORGAN. I demand the yeas and nays 
on ee ‘ , 

e SPEAKER pro tempore put the question, an 
declared that Mr. Orr’s motion ‘ene nated to. 

Mr. MORGAN. I rise to a question of priv- 
ilege. I ask the Chair if I was not ized, 
and did not demand the yeas and nays before he 
onmeenees een of the vote. ak. 

e . 
was not recognized aeil after the Chal hed an: 
n“unced that the ayes had it, and that a call of 
the House was ordered. The gentleman said that 
he rose to a question of privilege, and the Chair 


recogni im, 
Mr. MORGAN. Well, if the Chair says so, 
1 have nothing further to say upon the subject. 
The nee oe tempore. The gentleman 
may have demanded the yeas and nays, but cer- 
tninigihs wen pat. seonguial by tab Choke. : 
The roll was then called, and the following 
named gentlemen were found to be absent: 
Messrs. Ashe, David J. , Ball, Barks- 
ora a 


, Chastain, Churchwell, Colgul. 
vickntn, Bele, Wat, Eudes er 
Wiiey P. Warris, a 


ee Mace, mer Sines 






Mr. ORR. How 
swered to their names? 


y gentlemen have an- 
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papi Sin 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. One hundred | 
and fifty-three. 
Mr. ORR. Then I move that all further pro- | 
ceedings in the call be dispensed with. 
The motion was agreed to. 1 
Mr.SAGE. I move that the House do now || 
. . 1 
tio eRECKINRIDGE. I believe that it is | 
the wish of several gentlemen who desire some | 
disposition to be made of this measure, that we | 
should not adjourn. 
Mr. WALSH... I call the gentleman to order. | 
The question of adjournment is not a debatable | 


othe question was then taken on Mr. Sace’s | 
motion; and it was agreed to. 

And thereupon, at a quarter past five o’clock, || 
the House adjourned unul to-morrow, at twelve | 
o’clock, m. 





IN SENATE, .« 
Wepnespay, February 7, 1855. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Sticer. 1) 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the | 
Senate a communication from the Commissioner 
of Patents, transmitting the-first part of his an- 
nual report relating to arts and manufactures, and 
also the second part of the same, relating to agri- | 
culture, together with illustrations to accompany | 
the same; which was referred to the Committee | 
on Patents and the Patent Office. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. CHASE. I present two petitions of citi- 
zens of Ohio, praying that slavery or involuntary | 
servitude, except as a punishment for crime, may | 
be prohibited, by law, in the Territories of the | 
United States. I had the honor, atthe last session, | 
to introduce a bill to effect this object. I ask now | 
only, that these petitions may lie on the table, as 
| intend to call up the bill whenever an opportunity | 
shall occur. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SUMNER presented a fetition of citizens | 
of Massachusetts, praying the repeal of the fugi- 
tive slave law, the prohibition of slavery in the | 
national Territories, and the abolition of slavery 
in the District of Columbia; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. > | 

Mr. BRODHEAD presented the petitionof Wil- | 
liam W. Martin, praying permission to change the | 
name of the steamboat Fanny Fern, awhich was | 


wrecked and rebuilt, to that of the Thomas H. 


| 
1] 
} 











ramet which was referred to the Committee on 
ams. 

Also, the petition of Isabella Duffy, widow of 
Charles Duff » who was killed while employed | 
at the navy-yard at Philadelphia, praying the aid 
of Government for her support; which was referred 

to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Thomas Cahill, praying 
remuneration for expenses incurred by him in 
consequence of the death of his brother, Patrick 
Cahill, caused by injuries received while at work 
in the navy-yard at Philadelphia; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Mary Portman, widow of 
Henry Portman, who was killed while at work. 
in the navy-yard at Philadelphia, praying relief; 
br was referred to the Committee on Naval 

airs, 
_Mr. JONES, of Iowa, presented a petition of 
citizens of lowa, praying the establishment of a 
mail route from Elkader to Ind 
State; which was referred to the 
ent DODGE, of Wisco: presented 
_ Mr. »0 isconsin, a peti- 
ion of citizens of Wisconsin, praying thee the 
gio reserved ey ate Unnet States = 3 act Of 

» granting r improving the Fox 
Wisconsin rivers, may be ex to sale; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
sia, inseacting the Senatores and requesting th 

’ rs, Tequesting the 
Representatives of that State ie pega, to use 
their exertions to prevent the one 
ents granted to Cyrus H. McCormick, Obed Hus- 
Sey, and Moore & Hascall 
reaping machines; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Patents and the Patent Office. 


ence, in that 
mmittee on the 


,» for vements in 


| which was referred to the Committee on the Post | 


| vice by the acting Governor thereof, fur the sup- 
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_Also, a memorial of the Legislature of Wiscon- || Mr. GWUN, from the Committee on Naval 
sin, praying the establishment of a tri-weekly | Affairs, to whom were referred the following bills 
mail from Fox Lake to Monitello, in that State; | from the House of Representatives, them 


Office and Post™Roads. 
_Mr. BROWN presented the following memo- 
rials of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory | 
of ee Mexico: 

memorial praying an appropriation for - 
ing the militia of that Territory. called into e 3 


} 
i 


pression of Indian hostilities; 
A memorial praying an appropriation for the | 
support of public schvols in that Territory, in 
lieu of the land granted for that PUrpose; 
A memorial praying that the citizens of that 
Territory may be indemnified for property carried 
off by the Indians; 
A memorial asking a loan of arms and ammu- 
nition to the citizens of that Territory for their 


A memorial praying the adoption of meacures 
for the protection of the people of that Territory 
against Indian depredations, 

The above memorials were referred to the 
Committee on Territories. 


Mr. DODGE, of lowa, presented resolutions of | 


the General Assembly of Iowa, in favor of the 


|| construction of bridges and dams across Cedar 
| and Wabsipinicon rivers, and bridges across the 


lowa river; which were referred to the Committee 


| on the Judiciary. 


Also, an additional document in relation to the 
petition of William Rees; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

REPORTS FROM ‘STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SEWARD, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the memorial of 


| William B. Wood, praying that a pension may 


be allowed the widow of George W. F. Wood, 
an officer of the Army, who died of yellow fever 


while in the discharge of his duty, asked to | 


be discharged from its further consideration, on 
the greund that the committee had reported a 


|| general bill providing for applicants of this class, | 
and placing widows of the Army on the same | 


footing as those of the Navy. 

The motion was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Margaret Williams 
and Maria Wendell, only children of Jacob H. 
Wendell, for the half-pay due their father, a 
revolutionary officer, under the resolution of Con- 
gress of October 21, 1780, asked to be discharged 
from its further consideration, and that it be re- 


ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims; | 


which was agreed to. 
He also, from the Committee on Commeree, to 


whom was referred the petition of Isaac S. Smith, | 
praying remuneration for loss sustained in conse- 
quence of the annullment of his contract for the | 


construction of a light-house on Horse-Shoe reef, 
in the Niagara, asked to be discharged from its | 
further consideration; which was agreed to. 

Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Pensions, | 
to whom was referred the petition of John G. | 
Watmough, an officer in the war of 1812, praying | 


arrears and increase of pension, submitted | 


adverse report thereon; which was ordered to be 
printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Eliza Gibbons, mother 
of Thomas C. Gibbons, who died in the Navy of 
the United States, for a pensiun or other com- 
pensation, submitted an adverse report thereon; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of George Middleton, 
praying compensation for services in the war of 
1812, submitted an adverse report thereon; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Pensions, 
pene gam ae petition of ee 

. i a pension may be grant 
to Gabriel eg mea the war of 1812, 
submitted an adverse report thereon; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Johm Thompson, 

i tion for his services as a seaman 
war with Great Britain, submitted an 
ehpewen Spe thereon; which was ordered to be 
printed. 





ae gy say Renae: 

A bill for the of the legal resentati 

of William A. Christian; ~~ ao 
A bill for the relief of Sarah Morriss, only heir 


|| of Robert Mitchell, deceused; and 


A bill for the relief of Rebecca Winn, widow and 
| executrix of the last will and testament of Timothy 
| was ene late a purser in the Navy of the 
nit tates. 
He also, from the Committee on Retrenchment, 
to whom was referred the petition of William G. 
Ridgely. chief clerk in the Bureau of Yards and 
Docks, praying to be allowed arrears of salary, 
| asked to be discharged from its further considera- 
| tion, and that it be referred to the Committee on 
| Naval Affairs; which was agreed to. 
Mr. JONES, of lowa, from the Committee on 


| defense against Indian incursions; and || Pensions, to whom was referred the petition of 


| Michael Hennessey, praying a pension on account 
| of disease contracte! while in the military service, 
| submitted a report, accompanied by a bill for his 
\| relief; which was read, and to a second 
reading. The revort was ordered to be pri ted. 
Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on the Judi- 
| ciary, to whom was referred the petition of Lorin 
| Blodget, praying an equitable hearing and adjust- 
| ment of his claims against the Smithsonian Inati- 
tution for services rendered and expenses incurred, 
asked to be discharged from its further considera- 
| tion, and that it be referred to the Committee on 
|| Claims; which was agreed to. 

_ Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
|| fairs, to whom was referred the petition of the 
|| surviving officers of the United States frigate Con- 
|| stitution, praying remuneration for their good con- 
|| duct and gallantry in the capture of the Cyane and 

| Levant, and forthe recapture of the Levant by the 

British in a neutral port, asked to be discharged 

} from its further consideration; which was agreed 

to. 

JOINT RESOLUTION REFERRED. 

|| ‘The joint resolution from the House of Repre- 
sentatives for the relief of Joel Henry Dyer, was 
|| read a first and second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


} 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN, in 


ursuance of previous 
| notice, asked and obtained e€ to introduce a bill 
|| to provide for the building of a jail at the town of 
| Van Buren, in the State of Arkansas; which was 
| read twice.by its title, and referred to the Commit- 
1 tee on the Judiciary. 

He also asked and obtained the unanimous con- 
|| sent of the Senate to introduce a bill for the im- 
|} provement of the Arkansas river; which was read’ 
twice by its title, and referred to the Commitiee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. MALLORY asked and obtained the unan- 
|| imous consent of the Senate, to introdace a bi!! to 
improve the bar of the Appalachicola river; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. SEWARD asked and obtained the onani- 
mous consent of the Senate to introduce a bill to 
continue the removal of the rocks at Hel! Gate, 
and Diamond reef, New York harbor; and a bill 
for the repair and improvement of the piersat the 
mouth of the Genesee river, New York; which 
were read twice by their titles, and on the motion 
of Mr. Sewarp, were placed on the Calendar, in 
| connection with the other bills on the same general 
|| subject. 2 
r. BELL asked and obtained the unanimous 
consent of the Senate to introduce a bill making 
an appropriation to continse the improvement of 
the navigation of the Tennessee river; which was 
read twice es title. He gave nvtice that he 
should ask ite consideration when the other 
improvement bills should be taken up. ( 

r. SUMNER asked and obtained the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate to introduce a bill for 
continuing certain public works in the State of 
Massachusetts; which was read twice and placed 
on the Calendar, in connection with the other 
internal improvement bills. 

JOHN G. LAUB. 

Mr. WADE. The Committee on Claims, to 
whom was referred the joint resolution for the 
relief of John G. Laub, a clerk in the office of the 
First Comptroller of the Treasury, have directed 
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recommend its passage. In con 


the time when his services commenced. So we 
are informed by the First Comptroller. I ask for 


the present consideration of the bill, as it isa small || two bills of the same character for the benefit of | 
'| individuals in that Territory. Asit has no imme- | 


matter to which there can be no objection. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Gom- | 
mitiee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the | 
joint resolution. [t proposes that the increase in 
the salary of John &. caad, authorized by the | 
act of September 30, 1850, shall commence On the | 
firet of July, 1849, the date of the commencement 
of his additional services; but he is not to be paid 
an amount exceeding $333 33. 

Th: joint resolution was reported to the Senate | 
without amendment, ordered to be engrossed for | 
a third reading, read a third time, and passed. 


CATHERINE DICKERSON. 


Mr. JONES, of lowa. Iaskthe Senate to take 
up the bill reported by the Committee on Pensions, 
for the relief of Mrs. Catherine Dickerson. She 
is an old lady of ninety yearsof age. The bill has 
been on the table for nearly a year, and I believe 
it is one to which there can be no objection. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Interior 
to place the name of Catherine Dickerson, widow | 
of i. Dickerson, late a pensioner of the United 
States, on the pension roll, under the provisions | 
of the act of July 7, 1838, and to pay to her the 
amount to which she would have been entitled 
under that act, from the 4th of March, 1836, to the 

commencement of the pension she now receives. 

John Dickerson was a soldier in our revolu- 
tionary struggle, and was honorably discharged. 
He served four years from 1775, and was engaged 
in the battles of Brandywine, Germantown, te 
mouth, and Stony Point. He was pensioned in 
1829, at ninety six dollars per annum, and re- | 





| its passage. 


| as in Committee of the. Whole. 


| under consideration, and direct me to report it 
| back with a recommendation that it [ have 


| diate representative in this body, I shall ask the 
| Senate to consider the bills now. I take it there 
| can be no objection to them. 
By unanimous consent the Senate, as in Com- 
| mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
| bill. Its object is to provide that the claim of Dr. 
| Elijah White to six hundred and forty acres of 
land on Baker’a,bay, near Cape Disappointment, 

shall not suffer prejudice by reason of his absence 
from his settlement, as set forth in his petition; 
and if the claim be in other respects within the 

| provisions of the act of September 27, 1850, it 

| 18 to be confirmed to him by the surveyor general; 
but the bill is not to interfere with any reservation 
that may be needed by the United States for a 
light-house, or any public uses, nor to the preju- 
dice of any adverse right, if such exist. 

The bjll-wae reported to the Senate without 

amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


GEORGE BUSH. 

Mr. PETTIT. The same committee, to whom 
was referred House bill for the relief of George 
Bush, of Thurston county, Washington Terri- 
tory, have directed me to report it back without 
amendment. This bill is of the same character 
as the other, and I ask that it may now be 
It is a very meritorious case. 
By unanimous consent the bill was considered 
It proposes to 
confirm the claim of George Bush, to six hundred 
and forty acres of land, in virtue of his early settle- 


ceived the pension to the dateof his death, in 1833. || ment, and continued residence and cultivation. 


The act of June 7, 1882, provides that each of the || 


surviving soldiers of the war of the Revolution, who | 
served a term of two years or more, be authorized | 
to receive the amount of his full pay during life. | 
The act of July 7, 1836, provides that ‘if any || 
person who served in the revolutionary war in || 
the manner specified in the act of June 7, 1832, || 
have died, leaving a widow whose marriage took || 
place after the expiration of his service, and be- || 


An act passed September 27, 1850, provided for 


| American citizen on condition of occupying it for 
four years, and the same amount to his wife. In 
1845, George Bush, a free mulatto, with his wife 
and children, emigrated to, and settled, in Thurs- 
ton county, then in Oregon, but now in Washing-. 
ton Territory, and settled upon, and laid claim to 
six hundred and forty acresof land. Hehascon- 





fore 1794, such widow shall be entitled to receive, | 
for the term of five years, the pension to which | 
her husband would have been entitled in virtue of |) 
said act,’’ to commence on the 4th March, 1836. || 
Mrs. Dickerson was married prior to 1794, and | 
therefore entitied to the benefit of the act of 1836. | 

The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 

PASSAMAQUODDY CUSTOM OFFICERS. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The Committee on Com- 
merce, to whom was referred the bill from the | 
House of Representatives ‘‘to refund to the officers 
of the customs, and others of the district of Passa- | 
maquoddy, certain moneys,”’ have directed me | 
to report it back without amendment. I am also 
authorized by the committee, to ask for the imme- 
diate passage of the bill. I assure the Senate it 
will consume no time, and there can be no two 
opinions about its provisions. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded, 
as in Committee of the Whole, to consider the bill. 
It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Treasury 
to allow to the late officers of the customs of Pas- 
samaquoddy, and the informers in the case, their 

roportion of the net proceedg of the sale arising 
from the condemnation of the schooners L’Etang 
and Josephine, and the bark Phenix, for a viola- 
tion of the revenue laws. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I can state to the Senate in a 
very few words what are the facts of this case. 
Certain vessels were seized for a violation of the 
revenue laws, were libelled and sold, and the clerk 
of the district court, by mistake, paid all the 

‘Treasury of the United States. 
re a portion was due to the 

this is to pay them what the 
clerk of the court to have paid to them, and 
not to the Treasury. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 4 

ELIJAH WHITE. © 
Mr. PETTIT. The Committee on Private 





tinuously occupied the land and cultivated it. He 


improvements, and he now has the tract in a high 
state of cultivation. Bush having been excluded 
from the benefits of the law granting donations of 
land in the Territories, the Territorial Legislature, 
on the 27th of February, 1854, adopted a memorial 
to Congress, asking that his case should be made 
an exception to the general rule,'and that an act be 
passed giving to Bush and his wife title to the sec- 
tion of land so occupied and cultivated by them. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 


|| amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 


third time, and passed. 
NANCY WEATHERFORD. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. The Committee on 
Pensions, to whom was referred the petition of 
Mrs. Nancy Weatherford, have instructed me to 
— a bill “for the relief of ‘Mrs. Nancy 

eatherford, widow of Colonel William Weath- 
erford, of the first regiment of [llinois volunteers 
in the Mexican war.”’ 

The bill was read a first time, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I ask theconsent of the Sen- 
ate to take up that bill now. The facts of the case 
are familiar to me. I know of no man for whose 
memory I have a more sacred regard and affection 
than for that of Colonel Weatherford, who. died 
in of his services for the country. I 
hope there will be no objection to considering the 
bill now. 

By unanimous consent the bill was read a 
second time and i , a8 in Committee of 
the Whole. It proposes to direct the Secretary 
of the Interior to place the name of Catharine 
Weatherford upon the pension roll, and to pay 
her dollars per month from the Ist of Jan- 

» 1855, so long as she shall remain a widow. 
ill was to the Senate without 
ed for a third 


NAME OF A SCHOONER. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. The Committee on Com- 


| agrantof three hundred and twenty acres to every | 


has put upon it a valuable farm-house and other | 
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me to report it back without amendment, eel ] Land Claine, to whom was referred House bill || merce have had under 


sequence of a | confirming a land claim to Elijah White, of the || of Ebenezer Clark, of Jackson county, 
clerical error, his salary does not reach back to || Territory of Washington, have had the same | 


} 





| 


! 
| 


puton | 
| 


| 
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Missis. 
sippi, praying that his schooner may ha 
name chines from the udiertanelb petit 
Henry Plantagenet to the more one tf 
A.G. Brown. [Laughter.] The committee have 
directed me to report a bill in accordance with th, 
request of the petitioner. ; 

he bill was read a first time, and ordered,to 


war, BADGER. I hope the bill 

r. . ope the bill will be 

its passage. [** No objection,’ Ais 
The bill was read a second time, and considereg 

as in Committee of the Whole. No 

being proposed, it was reported to the Senaty 


without amendment, ordered to be engrossed 
a third reading, read a third time, and Santee 


CIRCUIT COURT IN CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. TOUCEY. I move that the Senate pro. 
ceed to the consideration of the bill to establish g 
circuit court of the United States. in and for the 
State of California. I hope it will be taken up 
and passed without debate. 

Mr. PRATT. The hour for taking up the un. 
finished business of yesterday is about to arrive, 
I have no objection to take up this bill with the 
understanding that if it shall lead tggdlebate it will 
be laid aside at one o’clock. 

Mr. TOUCEY. I presume it will be passed 
before that time. 

Mr. PRATT. Bat if it be otherwise, I must 
ask the Senate to take up the unfinished busi. 


ness. 

The PRESIDENT. The motion of the Senator 
from Connecticut is first in order, 

Mr. PRATT. If that is to be pressed without 
any understanding on the point to which I have 
referred, I shall ask for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I understand that 
bill will take but a moment or two. 

Mr. PRATT. I have proposed to the honor- 
able Senator to consent to take up ‘the bill if it 
leads to no debate; but I ask him; if debate ensues 
upon it, to consent to lay it aside when the hour 
arrives for the consideration of the unfinished 
business of yesterday. 

Mr. CHASE, It can be postponed by a mo- 


tion. 

Mr. PRATT. Very well; I have no objection. 

The motion of Mr. Tovcer was to, and 
the Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, 
the consideration of the bill, the question pending 
beiffg on the motion of Mr. Wexxer to fill the 
blank in the seventh section, in relation to the 
salary of es circuit court judge, by 
inserting $6,000. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Mr. President, this bill 
was laid over yesterday in consequence of some 
suggestions from myself. I have since examfhed 
it, and I cannot consent to give it my vote, and 
I think the majority of the Senate will be indis- 
posed sotodo. Iam coal ok that any 
provision be made for the necessities of California 
which does not comprehend an innovation upon 
the present judicial system of the United States; 
but, sir, the proposition in this bill is to create a 
special circuit court for California; or, in other 
words, to adopt piecemeal that principle which 
was the subject of such long and animated discus- 


sion in the Senate when the general judiciary bill, 
reported from the Committee on Do Judiciary, 


was recently before us. 

It is known that a large number of Senators on 
this floor are entirely to the introduction 
of any system by which circuit courts shall be 
established to rm circuit duties, and to enter- 
tain cireuit court jurisdiction, to the relief of the 
Judges of the Supreme Court of the United States, 

to constitute the Supreme Court 
ington, and kept 


separa isthat o 
tion to this bill; and I cannot but consider ies 
an gradually to introduce a system, 

an 
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ions of the Confederacy, because they 

remote cen, the same rights that California now | 
‘aime, and thus by degrees establish as of 
circuit courts exonerating the Judges of the Su- 
ene Court from that duty, or we shall becalled | 
ne to put the judges of these circuit courts upon | 
spegupreme bench, and thus augment the number | 
of Judges of the Supreme Court. — 
There is another consideration, sir. The ques- 
tion of judicial Salaries is one which has engaged 
the attention of allofus. 1 am not willing to put | 
in this bill an inadequate salary, nor am [ willing | 
o put in it asalary which will place the judge of 
the circuit court in | one a higher foot- 
: that occu ; a8 regards compensation,» 
7 cag he es of a Supreme Court of the United | 
Sites. ] think, sir, that if any ge is about | 
to be made in the salaries of our judges, the change 
ought to be made by a general bill, similar to that | 
siready reported by the committee, and that we 
ht to refrain from acting in this piecemeal 
way upon the compensation of the judges in the 
hiferent parts of the Confederacy. | 


Now, sir, if California is in need, at present, of 
additional facilities for the dispensation of public 
‘gstice, 1 am perfectly e to vote for any bill 
‘hich shall not introduce features encroaching 
upon the general system of the judiciary of the 
United States as now established. I am willing, 
if the district judges are not sufficient to carry on 
the business, to vote for an additional district 
judge with circuit court powers. I am willing, if 
acircuit is required at the present time, to vote 

ran additional judge of the Supreme Court of 

United States, who shall exercise circuit court 
powers, and hold the circuit courts on the Pacific | 
coast. But I am not willing, in this manner, to 
intrench upon those principles on which the whole 
judicial system is now 

There are many of us who have very strong 
objections—objections that cannot be overcome— 
to have the Supreme Court established in Wash- 
ington as a Federal Court, kept apart from all | 
connection with the propio, and discharged from | 
the duty of holding the circuit courts. 1, for one, 
can never consent to that. I. believe that if this | 
bill be passed, it will be the entering wedge of that | 
system, and I, therefore, must call the attention 
of the Senate to it. 

Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, this bill is no | 
favorite of mine. If I had the power, I would 
pass through this. body an entirely different meas- 
ure, one to give us ‘a circuit on the Pacific coast, 
and have appointed to preside over its courts, an | 
associate justice of the Supreme Courtof the United 
States. i urged this measure upon the Judiciary 
Committee of the Senate two years ago in vain. 
I brought it before the Senate at the last session 
and offered it as an amendment to the civil and 
diplomatic Sporoprietion. bill, and it was voted 
down, 1 referred it tothe Judiciary Committee 
some weeks ago, when it was set aside for the bill 
now under consideration. This is a dernier resort 
for my colleagueand myself. We have to take 
this or nothing, and, with the knowledge we pos- 
sess of the state-of affairs in California, we must | 








take it, insufficient as we know it-to be to meet | 
the wants of our constituents. Our land claims 


must be finally settled through the United-Stastes. 
judicial tribunals, and if this bill does not pass 
this session, we have no Its failure will be 
viewed by our people as a denial of justice of the 
most flagrant character. Far better would it have 
been if the Congress which purchased California 
had confiscated all land claims in that territory,or 
indiscriminately “confirmed the valid and fraud- 
ulent, rather than inflict upon land claimants and 
settlers, the ruin that impends over them from the 


delays that your policy subjected us to. 
Seren dnaes Ly" ornia was purchased from 
Mexico, yet we have not hada single case decided 


in the Supreme Court which w indicate what 
ee cise would likely be COmnreBes of Yaeette 

rom this cause conflicts, bloody-conflicts, have 
again and ¢ te takes place between land claim- 
ants and s; nor can we hope, for another 
year, of obtaining. decision of that tribunal that 
will satisfactorily settle any principle of law in- 
volved in these contests. — Ww e have two district 
judges to try all of these claims, for every one 
will be to the district from the de. 
judges have now pendi 
or soon will have, more 





irts, 
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our judicial ribanals, 1 hope this cause of com- 
plain in part removed by the passage of 
this bill, and the early decision of the cases on 


————— 





| pee of a The eee of cases on ee 
| the docket of the Supreme Court’ amount to one to preme Court of the Uni : 
hundred apd seventy-seven; while there was filed i " r. CHASE. When the bill was ioedann, 
in the southern district of California at the jirst | 1 supposed that it p creation of a new 
| term when that court was organized, more than || Supreme Court Judge. That, however, is not 
| one hundred and eighty land casés, appealed from \ the fact. It proposes simply to create a circuit 
the board of land commissioners. And the amount || court in California, with cértain appellate pow- 
| of property involved in these cases on the docket | ers from the district courts, for the purpose of 

of of our United States courts, is more than \ discharging the immense amount of business which 

the whole amount now in controversy in the Su- || has accumulated in those districts. It also au- 

preme Court of the United States. Yet one of these | thorizes the circuit judge to sit with the district 








Judges receives a compensation of $3,500, and the || 
one Save per annum;and Congres has steadily | 
refused to give them any increase of salary. While | 
each jadge has as many cases on his docket as the | 
Supreme Court, and equally 
questions to be decided by that tribunal, and in- 
volving as large an amount of property, each is 
expected to perform the duties of the nine Su- 
preme Judges, who, in the aggregate, receive up- 
wards of $40,000. We wish to give these judges 
assistance, and hence we advocate this bill. 
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bench; yet his court is crowded with business; | 
and in the most vigorous health it would take | 
him a year, sitting six days in the week, to dis- | 
pose of the cases now on his docket; and within a || 
year, as many new cases will be brought into his | 
court as are now pending there. We wish to aid || 
him and his associate in the southern district by || 
creating a circuit, and appoint a judge to relieve | 
them from some portion of their present arduous || 
duties. As an evidence of the present condition 

of California in the litigation of land claims, I will 


have been filed before the board of land commis- 
sioners, every one of which will be appealed to 
the district courts. 7 

Can any member of this body, after a statement 
of this fact, refuse us the judge we ask for in this 
bill? Can an 


from the decision of the board of commissioners, 
and every one hereafter decided will be appealed, 
until the Supreme Court decides some of the most 
important, and settles the principles that will govern || 
that tribunal in these cases. ht hundred and 
thirteen, as I have before stated, have been filed 
before the board of commissioners, and all will be 
adjudicated by that board in a year, and appealed 
to the district courts. These claims cover’property 
worth millions ‘and tens of millions of dollars, in 
fact the most valuable portion of our agricultural | 


Sir, we must settle these claims, and speedily, | 
or serious questions will arise between the State 


as intricate as the || whi 


of these judges has been, for months, absent from || 


the State, prostrated by disease, and cannot, pos- || of a new court, or he can be deprived of his office 
sibly for months to come, resume his duties on the i 


| 


state, that eight hundred and thirteen land claiths | 


| the og of that State. 
man say a failure to pass it would of the 
not bea denial of justice? Every claim is appealed || 





districts, and a large portion of our mineral lands. || 


judge, upon the cases. It is tome apparent, 
ie the i statement made by the Senators from 
California, that some relief to those two courts is 
indispensable, and I do not see any method by 

it can be effected more satisfactorily than 


| by the mode pointed out by the Committee on the 


Judiciary. Itis true that it is an innovation, toa 
certain extent, upon the established judicial organ- 
ization of the United States. But, sir, it is not to 
be permanent. This circuit court can be abol- 
ished precisely as the circuit courta of 180] were 
abolished in 1802. The judge can be made a judge 


altogether by abolishing the court of which he is 

judges * that there is ae permanent See 
t meets the temporary and pressing exigenc 

1 for one, although I-hed sore Sbtaadion ai Ast, 

shall give my vote for it. 

Mr. BADGER. 1 substantielly in what 
has been said on this subject by the Senator from 
Ohio. I should be very sorry to see a permanent 
rood introduced into the judicial system of the 
United States; but, .as practical men, we are obliged 
to deal with the existing interests of the country. 
Now, like my friend from Louisiana, | would 
much prefer a bill that would add an additional 
Judge to the Supreme Court of the United States; 
but to that it has been found that there are insuper- 
able objections. The condition of thiogs in Cali- 
fornia is such that some immediate measure is due 
Jt is due to the people 
nited States, because the United States 
must have a common interest in what concerns the 
welfare of every part of the Union. Now, I do 
net see that we can do anything better than what 
is proposed by the bill; because the only other 
measure which is better, we find it impracticable 
te accomplish. 

‘What, then, is the state of the case. Weshall 
have on the Pacific a circuit court, with a judge 
appointed as the judge of that court, who is nota 
member of the Supreme Court bench. That is 
the whole of it. It does not strike meas involv- 
ing any serious difficulty, or, in fact, any serious 
departure from principle. We maintain our system 
where it is practicable, and we relax it in a par- 
ticular case, in consequence of those demands of 


and Federal authorities, Already our supreme || necessity which all general outlines of a system 











court has decided that the gold in the mines belongs | 
to the State, and that appeals shall not_be taken 
from the State courts to the courts of the United 





ceived, calls the attention of the Legislature to the | 
uestion whether the public domain claimed by | 
e United States does not belong to the State by | 
virtue of its sovereignty. To avoid a controversy 
on the subjeet, he advocates a cession to the State 
of all claims on the part of the United States to 
the public lands within her borders. | 
Longer delay in adjusting our land claims in | 
the United States conrts will cause them to be | 
brought before our Sitate courts, and the State | 
will assume the ownership of the public domain | 
within her borders, and make the decisions of our 
own tribunals final, as between individual claim- | 
ants and the State. The property of the State is | 
blighted by these unsettled land claims. Noman 
will yenture to make permanent improvements on | 
Jand that may be taken from them by an adverse | 
title, and thousands are thus driven from the State 
to purchase homes, where they will be subject to | 
no such uncertainty of title, 
The policy of this Government, from the pur- 
chase of Louisiana to our last acquisition, has — 
been radically wrong, so far as regards unsettled | 
land elaims. Large sections of country in the | 
siana purchase have been in a great degree 
ated for haifa century, for the want of a 


_ The evils of that system are now 


being 


States. The Governor in his message, just re- || 


pon California, by the delays in | 


| must necessarily give way to, in order to accom- 
| plish the Object of the whole system, and promote 
the intelligent administration of justice. 
My honorable friend from Louisiana has sug- 

| gested that this may be the commencement of a 

circuit court system, or rather may lead to the 
adoption of a system, in virtue of which the 
| Judges of the Supreme Court may be discharged 
| from.all connection with the circuits. 1} fear, sir, 
| that there is no such good result to be hoped for 
|. from this particular special and local measure; but 
| if such a result should follow, so far from alarm- 
| ing me, as I desire to see that produced, and would 

vote cheerfully for it, it is rathér a recommendation 
, than an objection.. My opinion is, it will have 
_no such tendency. It will hold out, in fact, an 
| immediate and pressing relief, demanded by con- 
| siderations of ore and propriety, at the sacri- 
| fice of no principle, that I can see, but merely an 

innovation, in a distant part of the Union, upon a 
| system which we cannot, under existing circum- 
| stances, extend: to that portion of the Union. [ 
| shall, therefore, vote for it. 


Mr. BUTLER. Jt ma be expected, from my 
relation to this ‘bill, that von say something 


_ upon it. "We lave been very much pressed by 
the ‘Senator from California, and by all persone 


who are acquainted with the state of things in 


omy settlement of the title to the lands within | tion which are now existing and increasing. 


California, to supply them with another judge of 
some grade, to decide the immense cases of - 
e 

proposition was to have a Supreme Court Judge 


to perform circuit duties there. “The result of my 


errr ocent 
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inquiry upon that subject, Mr. President, is this: 


that if we were now to provide for another Supreme 
Court Judge to perform Circuit duty in California, 
it would be nothing more nor lesu than to make a 
Supreme Court Judge to reside in Washington, 
and who could notgo to California. 1 am informed 
so by the Jadges themselves. The fact is, that the 
Supreme Court is becoming gradually an appellate 
tribunal exclusively, and if you were to make an- 
other Supreme Court Judge for California, the 
amount of it would be that he would either have 
to stay there to do circuit duty, if he would per- 
form the duties which the litigation of the country 
demands, or he would have to reside at Washing- 
ton and be a Supreme Court Judge alone, and not 
go to California at all, or he would be traveling 
all the year, doing duty at neither. That is about 
the proposition. 

] have no doubt of the competency of Congress 
to eateblish such inferior courte, in contradistinc- 
uon to the Supreme Court, as Congress thinks 
proper. I do not think this is so anomalous. | 
think thie will be a circuit judge for California, 
with a jurisdiction to be sure, marked out by the 
bill, but for the performance of duties which the 
local and peculiar situation of that portion of the 
country imperatively demands. ou calnot, 
without a denial of justice, it seems to me, refuse 
to give it some judge, who will undertake to 
cleanse out the Augean stable of litigation there. 

Mr. BADGER. That is complimentary to 
California. [Laaghter.] 

Mr. BUTLER, I did not know that my friends 
were #0 critical. I only used the term to illustrate 
the great amount of labor which must be per- 
formed. Iqualify itin that way. 

Ae regards the salary, the bill came from the 
commitiee originally with the amount of $4,500, 
and that was decidedly the amount which | pre- 
ferred. it ia my opinion still, that that is suffi- 
cient; not but that 1 think the California judge 
might require more than other judges, but my ob- 
jection to it was, that it was a gradation of the 
judiciary in favor of the circuit judge, and an in- 
vidieus discrimination againstthe Supreme Judges, 
who receive only $4,500. I should prefer that 
amount for the présent, with the belief that all 
the salaries will be raised hereafter, and that this 
may be raised with the rest. We must give a 
judge to California. We cannot give a Supreme 
Court Judge; because if you make a Supreme 
Court Judge, you willdeny him the very jurisdic- 
tion which he ought to fulfill in the dispatch of 


litigation. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. May I ask the Senator a 
question before he takes his seat? 

Mr. BUTLER. Certainly. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. What is the objection to 
having an additional district court clothed with 
circuit covrt jurisdiction, just in the same manner 
as district courts have already been organized in 
other places? What is the objection to that? for 
neither of the gentlemen who have spoken have 
suggested it. 

r. BUTLER. ! suppose the only objection 


would be, that there is a mode of getting cases 
up to the supreme court, requiring the interven- 
tion of the circuit court jurisdiction. . 


Mr. BENJAMIN, far as the experience 
of the other frontier States is concerned, there 
never has been the slightest difficulty in the ad- 
ministration of public justice by giving to the 
district courts circuit court jurisdiction. That was 
the case in Texas, isiana, and in all the 
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Mr. WELLER. My friend from Louisiana 


| will discover that a great many cases which might 
| otnerwise be taken, by appeal, to the Sapreme 


court. ; 
| Mr. BENJAMIN... It never was se in Texas, 
| in Louisiana, in Wisconsin, or in lowa. There 


| was never any trouble in appealing to the Supreme 


| Court of the United States in those States. We 
| had, for a long series of years, no circuit court in 
Louisiana, but Congress invested our district 
court with circuit court powers; and in all the 
cases of appeal that came Siies it, an appeal was 
dilowed directly to the Supreme Court. of the 
United States. Once or twice, perhaps, in a long 
series of years, we had a Supreme Court Judge 
to hold a circuit court for a very few appellate 
cases—very few indeed. 
Mr. WELLER. Does not the Senatar dis- 
cover that even in criminal cases no writ of error 
| can be taken from a district court to the Supreme 
Court of the United States? If we nave no circuit 
court, the decision of the district judges in those 
cases is final. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I regret that the Committee 
| on the Judiciary bave put this bill in a shape that 
I cannot vote for it, for I recognize and acknow!l- 
edge the necessity of doing something to relieve 
the judicial docket in California. If they had 
made any addition to the bench either of the 
supreme coart‘br of the inferior courts, consistent 
with the existing system, | should have taken 
great pleasure in voting for it; but they have 
adopted an anomalous system, one which is not 
in harmony with the exisuung system in the United 
States. If they had chosen to add an additional 
judge to the Supreme Court bench of the United 
States, with circuit court jurisdiction, [| would 
have voted for that; if they had proposed to create 
an additional district in California, with district 
| court jurisdiction, and also circuit court jurisdic- 
| tion, 1 would have voted for that, for that would 
have been in harmony with the present system. 
The immediate jurisdiction of your judge would 
be precisely the same if you appoint him as a 
district judge of the United States, as it isin Texas, 
Iowa, Wisconsin, and as in early times it was in 
Kentucky, and other States. If, in addition to his 
district jurisdiction, he was to exercise the’duties 
of a circuit judge, then the jurisdiction would be 
precisely the same as it now is proposed to be, 
and it would have been in harmony with the exist- 
ing system. 
ut, sir, the objection to the present proposi- 
| tion is this: It is creating a circuit judge in Cali- 
fornia, which is different from any other State in 
the Union. We all know that the moment this is 
ed a similar bill will beasked for Texas, which 
is left, also, with an enormous amount of busi- 
ness, and with the district judge, having circuit, 
as weil as district, court jurisdiction; and yet with- 
out any circuit court. The same would be asked 
for the States of lowa and Wisconsin; and with 
Arkansas, although, by law, I believe, in the latter 
State a Supreme Court judge is authorized to go 
there. hat ‘would be the consequence? You 
would have the judicial system in one portion of 
the Union different from that in another portion. 
The grade of the officer would be different, and 
you would have an incongruous, irreconcilable 
system, operating differently in different parts of 
the Union. We know what it will lead to. If 
you put one circuit judge upon the bench in Cali- 
fornia, and another in Texas, and another in 








western States, and I can see no reason whatevem|| Arkansas, and another in the Northwest, for lowa 


for es change in California. 

Mr. BUTLER. | will answer the Senator from 
Louisiana, who has looked at this subject very 
particniarly. I have no doubt that you may in- 
vest this judge with district duties in addition to 
- circust duties contained .s yates If you 

opt such a on as that, I will accept it. 

 GWIN. The reason why we cannot have 

another district court, I will say to the Senator 

from , 18, that our business all concen- 
Pranciaco, 


trates in San F and unless you were to 
divide that city we could not have the additional 
court, and the additional judge would have no 


‘Me. BENJAMIN. We can add another dis- 
trict judge to that court, and allow either judge to 
soe OWI We have Tin had two district 

rf. n> 4 p 


and Wisconsin, then the next proposition would 
be to release the other Supreme Court judges from 
the performance of circuit court duties, and to 
supply circuit judges to perform those duties. If 
that is the right plan to adopt, why not march up 
and do thatdirectly which is attempted to be done 
indirectly? understand it to be an attempt to 
do indirectly what the Senate has resolved they 
would not do directly. 1 like that direct mode of 
business which, if it changes the whole judicial 
system of the United States, shall avow the ob- 
ject; and the bill shall purport on its face to accom- 
plish that which will be its effect in a certain time 
th a circuitous and indirect course. That is 
m ection to the bill. It will accomplish that 
object indirection which we have refused to do 
. 1 know that the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary may not have so intended; but still we 
cannot close our eyes to the fact that it is an 


: 


| Court, would be arrested by not having a circuit 








| thc k on oooaghaien eoeeaiieet ST 
| that it is an system, i , 
tion different from another. It cannot ha 
| Beat, Det Sees Ee eae ie 
t us, then, meet the difficulty 

plainly, and decide whether we are prepares’ yy 
_ to release the Judges of the Coart san 
the performance of duties on the circuit, if 

are, then we should require ten or eleven = 
e 


circuit judges at once, as .was proposed 
J aiaiary mittee. : by th 

If we are not prepared to release them from cir. 
_ cuit duty; it is a conclusiye reason why we should 
|| not put circuit court ju in one part cf the 
| Union, when we do not intend to put them j 

another. Before we proceed to the adoption of 
this anomalous s » We must decide what js 
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additional district judge, with district circuit 
| court jurisdiction, it will be in ermenieeat 
present system, and accomplish all th 
| which the preseng bill will accomplish. [f jt jg 
| not intended to be the entering wedge to a 
* ee 

in the whole judicial system of the country, there 
can be no objection to ngi is from a cir. 
| cuit judge to a district judge. If it is to be the 
| entering wedge, to be followed by agradual under. 
| mining of the system which hag existed for fifty 
| years, and which cannot be overthrown by direct 
means, I am utterly opposed to it. P i 
_ that it only means what the bill purports, simply 
|| to release the courts in California from the im- 
| mense business which is thrown upon them, I pro- 

pose to strike out the word ‘‘circuit,” and insert 
| the word * district,” so as to make an additional 
| district court, with circuit court jurisdiction, 
Mr. PRATT. Mr. President, it is a t 
| that this bill will be further discussed, and [ think 
it is also apparent that it may be properly and 
beneficially amended. I can see no reason at 
present why my honorable friends from California 
should not be satisfied with the proposition to 
change the bill so as to have the two district 
judges performing circuit court duties in Califor. 
nia. I hope the subject will now be postponed 
until to-morrow, to enable the Senator from IIli- 
nois, or the Senator from Louisiana to prepare a 
suitable bill to carry out their views. I move, 
| therefore, that its further consideration be 
_poned until to-morrow, in order that we may take 

up the unfinished business of yesterday. 

Mr. BUTLER. I will say to the Senator from 
Illinois that this bill did not originate with me. | 
'may vegard myself as in some measure the author 
of the general system of separating the judges of 
the Supreme bench from circuit duties, and pro- 
viding, as 1 did, in the bill, for circuit 
jud wo = ~ “ ather of this bill. 

r. . If the proposition to e 
prevails it will be the defeat of the albert. 
cause it cannot go before the House so as to be 
acted upon on the day assigned for the disposition 
of judicial business. 

_ Mr. CASS. They can take it up at any time, if 
it is eo 

_ Mr. TOUCEY. I speak of the effect of it 
practically. The bill must inevitably be defeated 
unless it is passed here to-day. Now, sir, this is 














wees : measure, It is at all times under 
the control o e _. Whenever Congress 
shall act upon a bill, reoega izing the eet of 
the United States, they can repeal this law. It is 
a law of ‘ity—to make provision for the 
re ry nae ia Senco Ube not 
interfere wi e now exists 
in the country. yp st Aarne et system 
anomalous. system is now irregular and 


anomalous. 


There are 


country where now the wines dios eoaee is 
not extended, so that those portions of the Union 











The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from 
Maryland withdraw his motion to postpone? 

Mr. PRATT. Ido, if wecan havea vote upon 
eo PRESIDENT. The question is on filling 
the blank in the seventh section, as to the salary 
of the judge, wi $6,000. . 

Mr. BENJAMLN called for the yeas and nays; 
put they were not ordered. 

The amendment was rejected. : 
Mr. WELLER. I now move to make it 

$5,000. . 7 

e amendment was,rejected. 
, ar. PRATT. I move to fill it with $4,500. 
Mr. GWIN. I move to strike out that section 
entirely, and let the salary be fixed in a general 
appropriation bill. We cannot get a man who is 

§t for the post without giving an adequate salary. 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator moves to 
strike out the entire section. “That motion takes 


ence. 
= agreed to. 


“The motion was not 
Mf. BRODHEAD. LI think-we can agree upon 


,000. 
Pane PRESIDENT. That has been voted 
jown. The question is now on ‘filling it with 


4,500. 
’ The amendment was to. 
The PRESIDENT. If there be no further prop- 
gsition to amend, the bill will be reported to the 
te. 
aur PRATT. I suppose the question now is 
on striking out ‘* circuit,’’ and inserting ‘* dis- 


ct. 

The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator make 
that motion ? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. That motion was made 
by the Senator from Illinois; but it is evident that 
ifagreed to, the bill would require some further 
reparation. I am perfectly willing to let the 
fi pass now, if the majority of the Senate are 
in favor of it. I will, therefore, move to strike 
out some word in one section of the bill to test 
that question, and if it is the intention of the 
Senate to create only a district judge with circuit 
court powers, then de bill can be modified. 

Mr. WELLER. Very well; let us vote on 


that. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I then move, in the first 
section of the bill where it provides that this 
court shall be known as a circuit court of the 
United States for the district of California, to 
strike out the word * circuit,’’? and make that a 
test vote, . 

Mr. BAYARD. I do not mean to continue 
this debate; but as a member of the Committee on 
the Judiciary, I may say that this bill was reported 
ia opposition to my opinions. | have not desired 
to effect by indirection what could not be effected 
directly; but the argument which I have heard 
here has shaken those opinions, and must lead 
re to believe that there is a nee ee poe * 

ough | am opposed to patching up the judicia 
wea: The Senator from Illinois Lassa He the 
eect of the bill is to introduce a system not in 
harmony with the existing system—an incon- 
gruous system. Sir, there is no harmony in the 
existing system. There is no congruityin it. It 
is incongruous, because a district court in one 
quarter of the United States is clothed with cir- 
cuit powers, without an appeal to a circuit court; 
and as this is only to ish a circuit court judge 
in one quarter of the Union, and not in the other, 
one is no more meoons than the other; and | 
cannot seeeany possible benefit growing out of 
altering the title of the court from the circuit to 
the district court, if you confer substantially the 
same power on the district court. In either case 
you dis with the attendance of the Supreme 
Court judge in that circuit; and whether you are 
oe entire power of the circuit court, as 

| as the district court, to the district judge, or 
whether you are to have « dietrice judge with 


Separate circuit d I think is im 
ver an ny congrity in concerned, 

Mr. GWIN ed for the yeas and nays on 
ir. Bexsamin’s amendment; and they were or- 
Mr. ADAMS. Before voting, I wish to state 
that I ni have ‘ j 
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‘that we are endeavoring to do, by indirection, 


—_— --s 





He was taken sick, and has been in New York || upon the judge only the powers of the circuit 


for a considerable length of time; and nowgCon- || court, with one exception, and that is with re- 
gress is cailed upon to pass law to supply the | gard to land appeals. 1 allows the circuit judge 
deficiency caused by the failure of the judge to || to’sit with the district judge in the disposition of . 
auend to hisduty. Icannot vote forit. Let him || those appeals. Ifthe motion of the Senator from 
resign, if he eannot go back and attend to his | Louisiana prevails bere, it will be nothing but a 
business, | misnomer; it will not be a district court like any 
Mr. WELLER. I ought to. say, in justice to | other district court, bat entirely different from it; 
the district judge of the northicrn district of Cali- || and, on theother hand, exactly | kea circuit court. 
forma, that he came to New York some four || If it were as he supposes, it would be to have two 
months ago, and since that has been in the hands || district courts within the same jurisdiction. 
of a physician constantly. He is very anxious to Mr. DOUGLAS. Then, according to the ex- 
return to California, 1 haveno doubt. Heis pre- || planation of the Senator from Connecticut, this 
vented from going there by sickness, and I saw || gives no relief as to th® amount of original busi- 
yesterday letiers stating that, if he did go, it would || ness arising in California. It only gives the relief 
be at great risk. Now, Mr. President, there are | as to the appeals. They wish to have appeals 
three hundred appeals from the land commission- | now made from the district judge to the circuit 
ers in the northern district of California. It would || judge before the case comes to the Supreme 
take a single judge two years to dispose of those |"Court. Why insist on taat in California any 
appeal cases. I regard the proposilion to strike ! more than in Wisconsin, or in Iowa, or in Ar- 
out ‘circuits’? and insert ‘districts’? as the || kansas, or in Texas, where it heretofore has 
defeat of the bill. I do not know whether it isso || been, and is now, the practice to allow appeals 
intended or not. Very probably the Senator from | from a district judge holding the circuit court di- 
Illinois desires to defeat it, as he has intimated || rectly to the Supreme Court without any separate 
| circuit judge? That is the case in four States of 
| ths Union now. Why is it any more a hardship 
| to allow it to be.so in California than in those 
States? Why does California wish to be ex- 
|| cepted from the rule of justice which all admit is 
| just and satisfactory in the other States? This 
| thing of giving the district judge circuit court 
jurisdicuon ig notnew. It originated as long ago 


what we have not courage to do directly | can 
assure the Senator that | never do anything indi- 
rectly—I never seek to get any system of Jegisia- 
tion incorporated in the statute-book that | am 
ashamed to avow directly. All that we wantis a 
court there. We want such a court as will enable 
us to dispose of these land cases. I undertake 10 | 
tell that Senator that [ can select a single case, on || as the last century, in Kentucky, in Louisiana, 
appeal from the board of land commussioners, in || in Arkansas; and, in most of the new States, it 
the district court, which involves a far larger | has been the case from the beginning of the Gov- 
amount of money than is involved in all the cases | ernment to this time. What, then, can be the 
now pending in the Supreme Court of the United || objection to putting California, in regard to ap- 
States. _ _ || peals, on an equality with what has been the uni- 
Mr. DOUGLAS. The Senator from California || form rule in nearly every new State of this Union? 
seems to think that my object is to defeat the bill. || | supposed the objection was not because she 
l avowed distinétly that my object was to defeat || required a superior order of court, but she required 
the establishment of a circuit court, in order to || a court that could perform her business. 
establish, in lieu of it, a district court with circuit By providing an additional district judge, with 
court jurisdiction as well as district court juris- || circuit jurisdiction as well as district jurisdiction, 
diction; and that will accomplish all the objects of || we shall relieve her to a greater extent than the 
the bill. If he has no other object than the trans- | bill now does, because do you not see that then 
action of the business in California, he can give no || the appeal may be taken directly from the district 
earthly reason for objecting to the amendment, for i court, or the circuit court, as the case may be, to 
it proposes to give this new judge the same juris- || the Supreme Court of the United States? There 
diction that the bill dces as it stands. : is no difficulty, then, if you would apply that 
Mr. WELLER. If he prefers calling him the || rule in California which exists in Texas. The 
district judge, to the circuit judge, 1 have no ob- | amendment of the Senator from Louisiana is an 
tion. : | additional relief. Then what is the argument in 
_Mr. DOUGLAS. That is precisely the propo- || favor of calling in a circuit judge? It is to lay 
sition. the foundation of another system of circuit judges 
_Mr. WELLER I ask the Senator whether |! in the northwest and in the southwest, and then 
his intention is to let him perform the duties which || to relieve the Supreme Court Judges from circuit 
are enjoined under that bili? _ || duties. This is to be the entering wedge to the 
Mr. DOUGLAS. We propose to allow him || overthrow of the entire system. 1 do not charge 








| 





Mr. TOUCEY.- Id 


to perform those duties; hence we want to know 
why the necessity for giving the name of a cir- 
cuit judge, when it is an anomaly in our system, 
unless it is to create a preced-nt to accomplish 
another object hereafter which the Senate*are not 
willing now to vote for. If they will change the 
name, then they will divest the bill of the just 
suspicion that it means more than appears u 

its nee. I intend to eay simply that, if the object 
is tO give the jurisdiction, it is done under the 
amendment as well as under the bill: Why, 


then, charge that I wish to defeat the bill? 1 wish 


to give the Senators as many judges as they ask. 
| wish to give them the same jurisdiction that 
they ask for; { wish to give them all the facilities 
in the performance of the business that they ask. 
We differ only as to the title, and this title be- 
comes important; for if you 
of circuit 


and so it will be wanted in the other States. 





begin with the title | 
judge in California, my friend from Ar- | the table has precedence. 
kansas will wart the same grade in Arkansas; | 


| any such design, but every man sees that it isthe 
| inevitable effect of the proposed legislation. When, 
| then, all the objects of the bill will be accomplished 
| by the amendment which is prepared by the Sen- 
| ater from Louisiana, | cannot see why there 
| should be this pertinacity in adhering to the name 


|| of circuit judge, instead of district judge. 


| Mr. PEARCE. The Senate does not seem 


|| likely to take a vote upon this bill now. I there- 


fore move to postpone its further consideration 
until to-morrow. 
| Mr. ADAMS. In order to have a test vote 
_ whether we shall legislate further on this subject, 
| [ move that the bill lie upon the table; and upon 
| that motion | ask for the yeas and nays. 
| Mr.PRATT I suppose the motion of my 
| colleague has precedence. 

The PRESIDENT. The motion to lay spon 


The ine and nays were ordered. 
Mr. RUSK. If the Senator will withdraw his 


Mr. WELLER. Let me ask the Senator | motion, | want to make a statement, 


whether it would nut be an anomaly in our sys- | 


tem to invest a district judge with the right to de- 

cide cases on appeal? There would be ap anom- 
eee | ee wena 

DOUGLAS. You have given'circuit court 

urisdiction, as well as district court jurisdiction, 

im the State of Texas to the district judge. Itis 

not necessary on appeal; you allow him to decide 

the same cases. 

Mr. WELLER. An from himself? 

to correct a misap- 

- The bill does not give to the circuit 

any district powers whatever. 1t confers 





-Mr. ADAMS, _I withdraw it. 

Mr. RUSK. The State which [ in part repre- 
sent has been referred to once or twice, and, a8 we 
are destitute of the necessary Irgisiation upon the 
subject of the judicial authority of the United 
ooo feel it incumbent upon me to say a few 
words. 

We are badly off, to be sure, but not half as 
off as California. The jurisdiction which 
the United States court exercises in California ia, 
from all | have learned, really an oppression upon 
its citizens. 4 4 
Mr. PEARCE. I do not wish to interfere with. 
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the honorable Senator; but I have made a motion || tion ofthe present bill. I think, sir, it will be an | 
paper agynt be i until icsscon, advaittage and benefit to California to have this | 
and { want him toconfine himself to the question | cireuit jurisdiction in order to have appeals taken 








of ent. f it is not in order to || to the circuit court there. It is very expensive to 
debate the bill on that question. | bring appeals all the way from California to the 
Mr. RUSK. Then { will keepin order and say | Supreme Courtof the United States to be decided. 


that thie bill is of more im nce than the bills | There are questions growing up.in California in- 
which the honorable Senator seeks to get at by his | volving millions of property. ‘ are questions 
motion. Those bills are mere legislation for the | arising under 4 totally different system of law 
fun of the thing, and it will so turn out. Itisfor || from the common law. They arise under the 
the amusement of the thing that that legislation || civil law, not the common law. Most lawyers, | 
takes place. 1 will show how it will be 80. There who investigate the circumstances, know that; 
are a Cozen separate bills, there will be forty of and most of the judges who are sent there as | 
them before we get through. Every morning a district judges are common law lawyers, and | 
half dozen of them are introduced, all asking ap- || are not familiar with the principles of the civil, 
ropriations for internal improvement in separate || law as they should be to determine such vast | 
Gis. We ure within three weeks of the adjourn- || interests as are subjected to their charge. Well, | 
ment of Congress. As I understand the rules of || sir, when there are questions involving such im- | 
the Flouse, when the bills go there, they wil have" mense amounts of money, every door should be 
to be referred to the Committee of the Whole on || left open for a fair investigation, and a final de- | 
the state of the Union, beeause they make appro- || termination upon them; and if you pass this bill | 
riations. 








| 





Well, sir, that committee has before | you will have an investigation before the district | 
it, if 1 have been correctly informed, a hundred || court, which will give both parties an opportunity 
times more business than it can get through with | to investigate the principles on which the case isto | 
during the session. | be determined. Then there wiil be the right to | 
A Sewaron. Prior bills can be laid aside. | appeal to the circuit court. The district courts | 
Mr. RUSK. ‘fhe honorable Senator suggests | are now overloaded with the subjects of their ju- 
that they can lay gside the prior business and take | riediction, so that it is utterly impossible for them 
up these bills. [know a great many bills which | to give that attention to the questions involved 
have paceed here with a view of Sais them | which should be given; but if such a bill as this | 
reached in that way; but, sir, there are a great || ie passed, there will be a better opportunity of 
many Litter opponents of this system of internal | investigating the questions. You will have an 
improvements, either by the single dash or by the | additional guarantee of an investigation by a court, 
whole. I have been in ed, and J have seen its | which, from the nature of its institution, must be 
| better prepared to deliberate on the subject than 
the district court can be; and then there will also 
| be the right to come to the Supreme Court of the 
| United States. 
Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, I believe that 
| there are few members of this kody who trouble 
| the Senate less frequently than I do, and 1 know 
| that there is no Senator who more constantly and 
| carefully refrains from what is called ** speaking 
, to Buncombe”’ than myself; and not one who ab- 
stains more than I do from the introduction of bills 
which can be supposed to be intended merely to 
gain a little local popularity. I disdain all such art- 
tices. But it seems to be intimated by the Senator 





practical operation, that the rules of the House 
can be so used by a minority as to defeat any 
action for a long time. 

Then, sir, | regard this legislation as useless. 
I am not whipping the devil round the stump. I 
have voted for these-internal improvement bills, 
and shall do eo again; but I will not sanction this 
method of havinga thousand bills. You will have 
to have that many if you carry out this plan, 
because there are that many objects of internal 
improvements. 1 will not sanction such child's 
play business. [ shall vote against it. I have in- 
ot Se no bill on the subject, though there are 
some objects of internal improvement in th: State 
of Texas just as deserving, and just as national, 
as there are inany State in the Union; but [ do not 
intend to introduce bills to go through this farce 
in reference to them. I know a t many thin 
are said about log-rolling in a general bill. It is 
ag the same thing when theyare taken oeamey 

here is just the same liability to log-rolling in 
the one case as in the other. All these improper 
influences will be brought to bear as long as hu- 
man nature is the same; and they will be used just 
as efficiently in the one case as in the other. 

Then, | regerd the bills, which the honorable 
Senator from Maryland desires to get at, as not 
iikely to gapuieghieh anything at-all, unless to get 
bille passed here, so astohave it said of some mem- 
bers, as { heard it said on the floor yesterday, 
industrious, he bas 



















| case. If he thinks so he is probably alone in the 
enjoyment of that opinion, for | venture to say that 
no other member of the Senate thinksso. Noram 
1 in the habit of pressing business against the evi- 
dent sense of the Senate. I regulate my conduct 
| here differently. 1 do not inquire, whena measure 
is before the Senate, what may be thought of it in 
the House of Representatives. It is nothing to 
, me, and should, | think, be nothing to any Sena- 
tor, what views may be held in the other branch 
of Congress upon questions here which demand 
our separate investigation and independent judg- 
‘manent. Weare a distinct bod y—equal to, and in- 
| dependent of, the House, and owing a separate 
duty to the country, and to our own characters 
and reputations. , 
Though | hold the House of Representatives in 
the highest respect, I acknowledge no obedience to 



























ing #bout such a reputation. 1 have no object in || its will, and bwill not consent to be goverged in 
getting a bill in the Senate, unless I can || my course here by the consideration of what they 

et it through the House of Representatives. Bat || may or may not be likely todo. I think we are 
T do not desire here to have displaced-what I re- | too often ' | with language of that sort. 
gard aso matter of vasti tothe ot || This body wiil come, after a time, to be a mere 
California, [said before,from all that I can Jearn, | appendage of the other, if we do not act upon our 
the present judicial system is oppressive to Cali- | sense of what is eae without regard to 
fornia, and you ought to do one of two things— || what may be the action of the other legislative 
either extend the full benefit of the judicial system || branch 


“In-regard to the bill which I wish to take up, 
allow me to say, that, although [did not introduce 
it, L most heartily approve it; afid as to the advo- 
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from Texas that there is some such motive in this | 






ue 











morning, to take up the bill n 


some time ’ to hi 
till to-morrow, ‘a ae 
ness esterday might 
ing, ofcourse, nanan erstan 
eagul and the Senstor \ » would be, 
carried out. And now we ate told that i 

improving the Patapsco aera atch cing 


that ae ee ea? ‘and will 
get through the other House. 1 ‘thot think sr 
pee ae that pam Seed wish to discharge my 
uty in this respect, leave consequ ences 
those who may control them. ” 
Mr. SEWARD. 
postponed. There will no 
time than this té dispose of it, and we ought to 
dispose of it now, if it is of sufficient im 
a Oe en See all. It 
strikes me itis a bill of exceeding importance 
The State of California is in a very pecilia; 
situation, so remote from intercourse with 
f 


& 


rest of the Union that she cannot avail herself 
the benefits of the visits of the Judges of 
Supreme Court. She cannot have a circuit cou 
adequate for the performance of the duties of judi 
cial officers devolving upon the tribunals there. 
Even if the present judge of the northern district 
should recover his health, and beable to return to 
that State, still there is need, as we hear, of an 
additional tribunal. I know of no interest that is 
so important to society, as the interest of the ad- 


aes 


It must bé carried on tly, 
vigorously, effectively. It must be Aine 
with punctuality; and I know of no imprudence 
that a central power like this can commit, equal 
to that of leaving remote regions to the indulgence 
of complaints of a want of diligence and prompt- 
ness in the administration of justice. It is in 
such complaints that revolutions have their begi 
ning. I, therefore, see no case more urgent 
this of pete for the administration of justice 
in California. : 

In to the bill itself, it seems to me that 
we do not differ as to the necessity of the measure, 
but the only 
judge who s 








that result. But I think the Senator from 
[Mr. Dovetas,] in his zeal to preserve the 
system, exaggerates the danger of this 
cedent. I see nothing+that is 
It is true that there will be a 
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